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Fun for freshman class
By Beth Finan ’07
News Staff

After lying relatively dor
mant for the summer, the Provi
dence College campus sprang to
life last week with the return of
students. Among
STUDENT the roughly 3,700
LIFE
undergraduates
arriving was this
year’s freshman class—the
Class of 2009—which, accord
ing to the Office of Admission,
is one of the largest classes ever
to enter PC.
James Dewey-Rosenfeld,
Senior Admission Counselor,
attributed the size of the class—
which is estimated at about
1060—not only to the increase
in the number of applications,
but also to the number of stu
dents who had a strong desire
to attend PC.
“For the Class of 2009, we
had 8,200 applications, which is
about a three to five percent in
crease from past years,” he said.
This year’s freshmen class is
composed of students who are
“both academically superior
and really want to be here.”
Statistics from the Office of
Admission certainly seem to
support that notion. The average
SAT score of the class of 2009
is 1203, and 37% ranked in the
top 10 percent of their class. In
addition, the class seems to be
well rounded, as 55% were in
volved in some form of commu
nity service in high school,
while 65% participated in a var
sity sport.
Many freshmen are looking
to continue their high level of
involvement in college. Room
mates Meghan Holden ’09 and
Merry George ’09 both are in
volved in athletics here at PC,
with Holden participating in

field hockey and George in
women’s ice hockey team. Both
girls are enjoying the immense
amount of free time that the col
lege life provides, but also rec
ognize the need to manage their
time wisely.
“All freshmen on the field
hockey team have to attend
study hall eight hours a week,
which will be helpful in keep
ing up with the academics,”
Holden said.
George said that a relatively
easy schedule filled with intro
ductory courses should ease her
transition to the college
workload.
Aileen Rooney ’09 said that
at first she was having trouble
acclimating herself to the seem
ingly endless amount of read
ing she had been assigned in her
first week of classes, especially
in her Development of Western
Civilization class. However, she
said, “Managing my time bet
ter is definitely an adjustment I
will have to make. But once I
get into a routine, I think it will
be easier.”
Helping many freshmen
make a smoother adjustment to
college was Urban Action.
About 150 students participated
in the program, which allows
incoming freshmen to move in
five days earlier than the rest of
their classmates and work in
groups to improve a site in the
Providence community. This
year, the students worked on a
farm, picking weeds and mov
ing rocks out of the paths of
plows. Not only did the partici
pants feel good about helping
out the community, but they also
had a head start on forming
friendships and finding their
way around campus.
Maggie Vernon ’09, “Being
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A PC student fills up his tank at the PC Foodmart. With gas prices more than $3 a gallon,
many students have been opting to walk.

Prices jump at the pump
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff

Recently, a pre-Labor Day
surge in oil prices has left many
of the nation’s drivers question
ing their choice of vehicle,
means of comCAMPUS muting, and
NEWS weekend plans.
The
rising
prices became a concern for
many of the PC students head
ing back to campus.
Elinor McCandless ’07 ex
plained the influence of the
price increase on her move. “1
was going to rent a UH AUL, but
the truck came without gas in it
and to fill up the tank it would
have been too much,” she said.

“So 1 could not take a bureau to
school with me and I had to
squeeze all my things into two
cars.”
However, for many students
problems concerning gas prices
continued past the initial move
in. According to the Office of
Safety and Security, about 760
students returned to campus last
week with cars.
Many have already begun to
feel the effects of filling up.
“I drive a full size truck at
least half an hour a day for my
job so filling up hurts,” said Tim
Donovan ’07.
Megan Dardinski ’07 agreed.
“Now it costs me $50 dollars to
fill my tank so I have been go
ing out of my way to walk if I

am running errands close by,”
she said.
“With gas prices going up I
might not be able to keep my
car here and that will make it
harder to get to work,” said
Dane Healy ’07.
Rhode Island displays
slightly higher gas prices than
the national average, which is
displayed at $2.96 per gallon.
The Rhode Island average
stands at $3.16.
According to Art Kinsman,
director of government affairs
for AAA of Southern New En
gland, this 20-cent discrepancy
could be due to a slightly higher
gas tax. “Rhode Island gas tax
is about 28 cents per gallon as
GAS/Page 2

Students transfer to PC in the wake of Hurricane Katrina
By Meghan K. Welsh ’06
Assistant News Editor

Bridget Chaney had only just arrived
back at Tulane University in New Or
leans, Louisiana for her sophomore year
when she got a desperate phone call from
her mother asking how she
FEATURE planned to avoid quicklyapproaching Hurricane
Katrina.
“After arriving on Friday, I had a great
time just catching up with friends I
hadn’t seen all summer,” Chaney said.
“When Saturday morning rolled around
neither I nor any of my friends really
knew anything about a hurricane until
my mom woke me up and said ‘So
what’s your plan?”’
After evacuating the city by car with
her friends to Atlanta, Georgia, Chaney
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Heather Pirolli is a Tulane
student attending classes
this semester at PC.
watched the news through the weekend
as her favorite city in the world was de
stroyed. By Tuesday, however, she was
back living with her parents in her home
town of Warwick, R.I., and enrolled as a
temporary student at Providence Col

lege.
Heather Pirolli of Narragansett, R.I.,
had a similar whirlwind experience. A
senior at Tulane studying psychology
and early education, Pirolli and her
roommates evacuated the city before the
hurricane and drove to Mobile, Ala.,
staying with friends who had a house on
high ground. From there, she rode out
the storm until it was safe to drive to stay
with another friend in South Carolina.
“I was able to get a flight into Rhode
Island on Monday night,” Pirolli said. “I
registered for classes first thing on Tues
day morning and went straight to classes
all day. When it was all over on Tuesday
night, I think I took the biggest breath of
my life.”
Chaney and Pirolli are examples of
the dozens of native Rhode Island stu
dents unable to attend colleges and uni
versities closed by Hurricane Katrina.

Looking for ways to help, a meeting of
the Rhode Island Independent Higher
Education Association on Sept. 1 led
many schools such as Providence Col
lege and Brown University to offer tu
ition-free enrollment to these students for
the fall 2005 semester.
According to Brian Williams, dean of
Enrollment Services, 11 students have
enrolled for classes so far at Providence
College. These students were supposed
to be studying at schools such as Tulane
University, Xavier University of New
Orleans, Our Lady of Holy Cross Col
lege in New Orleans, and Loyola Uni
versity New Orleans, all of which have
cancelled classes for the semester.
Following the announcement by
many Rhode Island schools to offer aca
demic aid, Williams was bombarded
with phone calls by students displaced
by the
TRANSFERS/Page 3
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Campus Calendar for Sept. 16 to Sept. 22
Submit events at cowlnewsstaff@yahoo.com

Friday
16
4-5 p.m. Faculty
music concert in
Smith Center for the
Arts.

Tuesday
20

Sunday
18
8-9 p.m. AfterHours Improv
Group in ’64 Hall.

Thursday
22

8-10 p.m.
“Singled Out” in
McPhail’s.

8 p.m. Monday
Night Football in
McPhail’s.

12:30-3:30 p.m. Things
for Thursdays Grocery
Bingo on Slavin Lawn.
9 p.m. Man Down Live!
in McPhail’s.

4:30-9:30 p.m. Big
Roast on Slavin
Lawn.

9 p.m. Big Roast
After Party in
McPhail’s.

Monday
19

Saturday
17

Wednesday
21

Sanctions
Administrative Review
April 19, 2005
Student Handbook: P. 38
Guilty
Sanctions:
Restitution for Damages
Reflection Paper
Administrative Review
April 20,2005
Student Handbook: P. 10, 11,43
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, 38
Not Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine-$175
Disciplinary probation through Dec.
20,2005
Reflection Paper

Administrative Review
April 20, 2005
Student Handbook: P. 38, 37, 11, 10
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine - $575
Disciplinary probation through Dec.
20, 2005
Reflection Paper

Administrative Review
April 21, 2005
Student Handbook: P. 37, 56
Guilty
Sanctions:
Disciplinary Probation through May
15, 2005
Letter of Apology
Reflection Paper

Administrative Review
April 20, 2005
Student Handbook: P. 56
Guilty
Sanctions:
Suspension of on-campus pariking
privileges
Reflection Paper

Administrative Review
April 22,2005
Student Handbook: P. 12, 36
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine - $250
Disciplinary probation through Dec.
20,2005
Reflection Paper

Administrative Review
April 22, 2005
Student Handbook: P. IS, 37,38
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine-$125
Letter of Apology
Reflection Paper
Administrative Review
April 22,2005
Student Handbook: P. 12,36
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine-$150
Reflection Paper

Gas: Students pay a pretty penny at the pump
continued from front page

compared to Massachusetts,
which is around 21 cents per
gallon,” Kinsman said. “So
relatively speaking, Rhode Is
land gas tax is high.”
Fortunately, as of Sept. 7, oil
and gas prices have eased
slightly as the supply shortages
caused by Hurricane Katrina
maybe coming to an end. Some
refineries are reopening, and
emergency energy stockpiles are
being released into the market.
As of Monday, local gas sta
tions displayed slightly lower
fuel prices. Nearby PC Mart
displayed prices of $3.09 per
gallon of regular fuel—the low

est price seen among close-tocampus pumps. Both the Shell
station on Admiral Street and the
Mobile station on Smith Street
showed costs of $3.19 per gal
lon. Finally, the Ravi station in
Douglas Crossing had prices
marked at $3.12 per gallon.
According to Kinsman, gas
prices are expected to continue
to decline. “All indications
would show that within a month
or so we might begin to see
prices around $2.50 or $2.60 per
gallon in Rhode Island,” he said.
We don’t expect to see anything
below $2.00 this year.”
Kinsman noted that prices
usually go up a lot faster than
they go down, so it will be a
slow process as refineries in

Louisiana begin to come back
into play.
Though gas is a constant
concern for some students, oth
ers are determined to keep gas
prices from affecting their daily
lives. “I drive an SUV and un
less the gas prices really get ab
surd, I still will drive,” said
Steve McNaughton ’07.
So where should students
go to fill up? Before heading out
to look for the lowest prices,
check prices online at
www.aaasne.com by clicking on
“fuel price finder” and entering
a zip code. The Web site pro
vides the prices of gas stations
in the area and helps consumers
save our precious fuel and pre
cious dollars.

Support Groups offered by
Personal Counseling Center

Though more than $3 a gallon, gas prices at the PC
Foodmart are still the lowest in the area.

KNOW HOW TO USE A CAMERA?

The Personal Counseling Center is located in Lower Bedford Hall oh. East
Campus. The Center otters individual and group counseling that is free of
charge and confidential. For further into call 865-2543.

The following group will be offered in' Fall ’05:

The Cowl’s Photo Staff is hiring and vou might
be just what we’re looking for.

Are you interested in meeting other students who want to.recover from eating
disorders and body image preoccupations? If so, please join us tor an orientation
session on Monday, September 19th at 2:30 in the Counseling Center Conference
Room. Contact Ann Bellotti, LICSW for further information. This group is

Come down to the Cowl Office in Slavin G05
to pick up an application!

scheduled to start during the week of September 26th.

IMPT: ALL. GROUP MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL
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PC recalls victims of terror, helps victims of disaster
By Meghan E. Welch ’06
News Staff

Four years ago, events took
place that shook the nation to its
core. On Sept. 11, 2001, the
world watched in horror as life
in the United
IN States changed
MEMORIAL forever. The
moment people
found out about the terror at
tacks is likely one of those few
events in life that they will never
forget. Much like the attack on
Pearl Harbor or the assassina
tion of JFK, Americans and the
rest of the world alike will al
ways remember where they
were, who they were with, and
how they felt as the events of the
day unfolded.
Throughout the past week,
members ofthe College Repub
licans were a visible force on
campus as they did their best to
remind members of the Provi
dence College community of the
events of that fateful day with
their 9/11 Never Forget Project.
They were aided by the help of
the Campus Ministry Center,
who remembered the victims of
the 9/11 attacks at Masses
throughout the week and re
minded those who attended
Mass to help support the Col
lege Republicans’ project.
For the project, members of
the College Republicans pur

chased 1,500 flags to be dis
played on the Smith Center quad
throughout the weekend of
Sept. 9-Sept. 11. Throughout
the week, students were invited
to donate $ 1 to sponsor a flag,
with each flag meant to remem
ber two victims of the 9/11 at
tacks. Those students who spon
sored a flag were invited to at
tach a note to their flag, which
could include a name or a mes
sage of hope.
On Friday, members of the
club set up the memorial to the
victims of 9/11 on the Smith
Center quad. The group of
American flags standing neatly
in rows, some with messages
attached, were difficult to miss
and provided a spot for quiet
contemplation. The flags were
on display throughout the week
end, allowing students and other
members of the college commu
nity a place to reflect on the
events that took place four years
ago. One member of the club,
Nick Cote ’08, was particularly
touched by the event and by the
response of his fellow students.
“The memorial to the victims
and heroes who died on 9/11
serves to remind us all of what
happened four years ago and
what is still happening in the
world today,” he said. “We were
all affected on that day and we
continue to be affected by it. I
could see from working at the
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Flags representing the victims of 9/11 were displayed on the
Smith Center Quad this past weekend.
memorial site how it affected my
peers. Some students paused in
front of the memorial, knelt
down, contemplated, and
prayed. It was very touching.”

In addition to remembering
the victims of 9/11, the College
Republicans also saw the
project as a way to reach out and
help the victims of Hurricane

Katrina. Part of the proceeds
from each sponsored flag was
donated to the victims of the
hurricane. Through the project,
members of the club raised $250
for the victims of the hurricane.
That money was donated to
Catholic Charities USA through
the Campus Ministry Center so
that the donation made by the
club would be matched by the
college, resulting in a total do
nation of $500.
“Our initial goal was to raise
$200 for hurricane relief,” said
Cote. “We were able to raise an
additional $50, and we as a club,
as Americans, as human beings,
are pleased to be able to help
out. Events like 9/11 and [Hur
ricane] Katrina remind us that
we’re all Americans and we’re
all in this together. Anything we
can do to help is important.”
Members of the College Re
publicans were pleased with the
response of the college commu
nity, and they plan to make the
memorial an annual event. They
also hope to expand the memo
rial in the future, possibly to in
clude a speaker. Most impor
tantly, the club wants to be able
to remember each and every
person who fell victim to the
9/11 attacks. The goal for next
year’s fifth anniversary of the
attacks is to be able to place a
flag out for each person who
died in the attacks that day.

Transfers: Storm’s students find shelter at PC
Permanent Providence College stu
dents have also been reaching out to these
new students, who said they have found
hurricane and concerned parents inquir people to be sympathetic and curious
ing if there was room for their children about their stories. Since most of them
in classes.
are native to Rhode Island, they have
Every student has been able to enroll even been able to reconnect with friends
in all of the courses that they needed, from high school that now attend Provi
which Williams said is imperative to en dence College.
“Everyone at Providence College has
suring that students do not fall behind in
their semester away from their home been so helpful and generous to us,” said
schools. Most would like to prevent a Pirolli. “I am so grateful for all of their
delayed graduation because of the cir support.”
Still, making such a large adjustment
cumstances of this semester.
Williams praised the faculty of Provi after such an ordeal is not easy.
One temporary student, Hana Esmail,
dence College for opening their class
rooms to these students, even over-en has a more personal connection to the
rolling students into courses that may recent tragedy than the others. Esmail, a
have already been at their preferred junior at Our Lady of Holy Cross Col
maximum capacity, as long as there was lege in New Orleans studying Elemen
tary Education, is a New Orleans native
somewhere forthem to sit.
Because of lack of space and a large and has lived there all her life.
Esmail noted that hurricane season is
freshman class, Providence College was
not able to offer on-campus housing to just a fact of life for many who live in
any displaced students, so most are com the southeastern part ofthe United States,
muting from their homes throughout so her family chose to ride out the storm
Rhode Island or have found temporary in their house. Esmail’s father was stuck
at work protecting his business and her
apartments in the area.
“We’ve even had faculty of Provi sister worked through the storm at a New
dence College, as well as alumni of the Orleans hospital. She has a strong image
school, contact us offering housing for imprinted in her mind of sitting in the
students who couldn’t find anywhere to middle of her family room with her
stay,” Williams said. “It’s just astound mother and brother, praying for the storm
ing how everyone is reaching out. That to pass.
says a lot about the type of Catholic in
“We had mattresses ready on the floor
stitution we have here.”
to shove against the windows in case they
Williams has experience dealing with smashed, to keep water and debris from
students in the event of natural disasters coming in,” Esmail said.
like Hurricane Katrina. He was working
While Esmail’s house only endured
at St. Louis University in Missouri dur wind damage, her father’s business was
ing the floods of 1993, so he felt gravi completely destroyed. After the storm
tated toward helping displaced students passed and communications were down,
make a smooth transition to Providence it was three days before her family
learned that her father was safe.
College.
“We didn’t know where he was; we
“We should just imagine ourselves in
the situation these students are in. Imag didn’t know if he was hurt or even if he
ine arriving at college for your first se had survived,” she said. “It was one of
mester as a freshman, all alone for the the most frightening moments of my life
first time in your life at just 18 years old, and I hope its something I never have to
and you’re told to evacuate?” Williams go through again.”
Esmail is currently staying with her
said. “The students from Rhode Island
are very lucky that they still have homes sister who lives in Pawtucket, RI. She
to come back to, but for many of them chose to attend Providence College this
their transition to college is destroyed semester because she identified it as a
small private Catholic school much like
and that can be difficult.”

continued from front page

her own and hoped it would bring some
normalcy to her time away from home.
“Being here at PC, I kind of feel like
I am on vacation, but the second I see
the news, it hits me and I want to be
home,” she said.
Chaney and Pirolli also said they are
having a hard time watching the news and
seeing the devastation.
“As an education major, I work in the
New Orleans schools and I see how poor
some of these people are and what a
rough time they already had before the
storm,” Pirolli said.
Chaney said, “Despite everything the
hurricane has done to me and my fellow
students, we haven’t been hurt nearly as
bad as those native to the city. New Or
leans is very, very poor. The more ex
pensive real estate is higher in elevation.
Unfortunately the rich could afford to
rebuild and escape, but the poor cannot—
and hurricane season isn’t even over yet.”
As for what the future holds for these
students at Providence College, the cur
rent plan is for them to return to their
own schools in the spring. Williams said
that the school is not addressing this is
sue yet, however, preferring to focus on

the needs of these students in the present.
“Since we don’t know what other in
stitutions will be doing yet, we are treat
ing these students as special guests and
visitors and trying to make them feel
comfortable in every way possible,”
Williams said. “Of course, they are open
to apply for the traditional transfer pro
cess after the semester is over, just as stu
dents at any school can do.”
Despite facing such a tragedy, these
students still want to go back to their
schools in the hurricane affected areas
to move on and rebuild their city.
“It’s my senior year and 1 want to fin
ish my last semester of college with my
friends at Tulane, so we can all graduate
together like we planned,” said Pirolli.
“I love New Orleans. 1 love every
thing about it. It is indeed the most unique
city in the United States. It is our Venice,”
said Chaney.
Hana Esmail couldn’t agree more.
“New Orleans is where I was bom and
raised,” she said. “It’s my home and
despite tough times, it will always be my
home. I have no doubt that I’ll be going
back.”

News

4 The Cowl

September 15,2005

Campus clubs are ‘United in Hope’
By Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff

On Monday Sept. 12, representatives
from clubs and organizations across cam
pus assembled to organize a campus
wide event to raise funds for the victims
of Hurricane Katrina.
RELIEF
The storm ravaged
EFFORTS
the Gulf Coast two
weeks ago, displacing
hundreds of thousands of people and
flooding cities including New Orleans,
La., and Biloxi, Miss., prompting Presi
dent George W. Bush to declare a major
disaster in Louisiana on Aug. 29.
Providence College has already suc
cessfully raised money to donate to the
victims through events like last Friday’s
carnival, which featured the “Dunk a Do
minican” event and was co-sponsored by
the Board of Programmers (BOP), Stu
dent Congress, and PC After Hours.
PC Republicans sold American flags
to put on the Smith Lawn inmemory of
9/11, donating the proceeds to the Ameri
can Red Cross.
However, as of Monday, the Provi
dence College community has banded to
gether in a united effort to bring assis
tance to those affected by Hurricane
Katrina.
Devin Driscoll ’08 and Kevin Moore
’08, relief coordinators, have developed
a four-phase, semester-long plan to raise
funds and supplies for the hurricane vic
tims, which will be donated to Catholic
Charities USA. They’ve titled the effort
“United in Hope.”
The first phase began last Wednesday
when Providence College president Rev.
Brian J. Shanley, O.P., held a Mass of
the Holy Spirit to pray for all those af
fected by Hurricane Katrina. The phase
lasted through the 10:30 Mass on Sept.
11.
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Rev. Thomas Blau, O.P., braves the dunk tank for the Campus Ministry’s
“Dunk a Dominican” booth at the carnival last Friday.

All the collections made by students,
faculty, and staff at Mass or directly
through the Office of the Chaplain/Campus Ministry, which amounted to $9,000,
will be matched by Providence College.
The College donated a total of $18,000
to Catholic Charities USA.
“There’s been a great outpouring of
monetary support,” said Father Shanley,
who supports this united relief effort the
campus is undertaking.
Father Shanley said, “In some ways
we act better together than we act alone,”
and offered his services and assistance
in the relief efforts.
Project Guardian Angel, the second
phase, began Monday evening and will
continue through the final mass on Sun
day, Oct. 2, Guardian Angel Sunday.
“This phase is completely donationdriven,” said Driscoll, who hopes to use
upcoming events as opportunities to col
lect donations, such as the BOP’s Howie
Day concert and the Board of
Multicultural Student Affairs (BMSA)
events.
Providence College has vowed to

match up to $5,000 of the donations col
lected during Project Guardian Angel,
said Rev. Thomas Blau, O.P., chaplain,
at Monday’s meeting.
The representatives at the meeting
decided to work together toward an en
tire weekend of activities to raise money,
tentatively scheduled for Oct. 14-16,
which will serve as the third phase.
Driscoll and Moore hope to involve
all the groups on campus. “By bringing
everybody together ... we reach every
student at Providence College,” said
Driscoll.
Bob Tobio ’07, representative for
WDOM, suggested a concert of local
bands.
“A bunch of bands had e-mailed us
over the summer [willing to play for
free],” said Tobio, suggesting that the
price of admission could be donated.
Elena Romero ’06 of the Student Ath
lete Advisory Council said of the athletes:
“They’ll definitely be more than want
ing to help.”
An interteam volleyball game and
events such as “Hit Off a Softball

Pitcher” were discussed as possible op
tions. All the profits would be donated.
Representing the Balfour Center, the
Organization of Student Social Workers
(OSSW), and the Residence Hall Asso
ciation, Gerry Rincon ’06 suggested a
basketball tournament similar to the one
the College holds for John Langley each
year.
The representatives would like to end
the weekend-long fund-raising event with
a barbeque.
Brian Calnan ’06 of Rejects on the
Rise and Matt Maurano ’06 and Michael
Fulvio ’07, both members of the A
Cappella Club and Special Guest, said
their groups would perform that week
end.
Matt O’Connor, senior hall director
of St. Joseph’s Hall, said that the RA’s
could help advertise the weekend. “They
have a lot of access to students... [and]
a lot of opportunities to get information
out.”
Liz Serio ’07, president of Colleges
Against Cancer, offered to help contact
outside businesses to see if they would
be interested in making's matching do
nation.
While this United in Hope weekend
will be a main focus, the fourth phase of
the College’s relief effort will most likely
include collecting school supplies and
Christmas gifts for the families in need
and will take place later in the semester.
As Father Blau pointed out, if each
student were to donate five dollars, the
Providence College community could
amass another $ 19,000, five thousand of
which would be matched by the school,
totaling $24,000 in addition to the
$18,000 already raised during the first
phase.
Driscoll, Moore, and all the represen
tatives present at the planning meeting
would like to set the goal for the students
at $20,000.

Freshmen: New dorms, new friends, Newport
continued from front page
in UA definitely helped make my transi
tion to college easier. On the first day,
when everyone else seemed lost, I knew
where I was going and had people to say
hi to.”
For those students not participating
in UA, move-in day was a little more
hectic and less relaxed. The Office of
Safety and Security estimated there were
at least 800 cars on campus on Sunday
Sept. 4, the official date of freshman
move-in day. However, due to advance
planning among the Office of Safety and
Security, Physical Plant, the Students
Activities-Involvement-Leadership
(S. A.I.L.) Office, and Residence Life, the
process moved along relatively smoothly.
Major Jack Leyden, executive direc
tor of Safety and Security, said the dif

ferent departments met several times to
devise a plan of action.
“We were also assisted by ROTC
members stationed at several busy ar
eas,” he said. “I think that the collabo
rative effort made it a success.”
Although the traffic flow and park
ing caused relatively few headaches,
when the time came to actually move all
the heavy items into their new home,
some freshmen became frustrated.
Erin Lanni ’09, who lives on the 1 Oth
floor of McVinney, said, “Move-in day
was awful. I climbed up all the stairs at
least four or five times with my stuff...
by the end of the day, I was exhausted.”
After the anxiety over move-in day
and saying goodbye to family wore off,
the freshmen dove into campus life by
participating in the numerous activities
that the Board of Programmers had

planned for welcome week, such as the
trip to Newport on Labor Day. Many stu
dents cited the excursion as an excellent
way to acquaint themselves with their
new friends and roommates and also to
explore the area around them.
In addition, freshmen have been
drawn in by the lure of big screen televi
sions and ping-pong tables in McPhail’s.
“The events in McPhail’s are great,”

Project REWARDS
Reinforcing Effective Ways to Reduce Daily Smoking

You can earn cash REWARDS for cutting down your cigarette
smoking!
You may be eligible to participate in a research study if you are:

PC for LIFE

> a current daily smoker
> between the ages of 18 - 24
> enrolled in college

o

Informational Meeting
Monday, September 19th

5:30 pm
St. Dominic
Chapel Basement

John Burke’09 said. I’m a diehard Red
Sox fan, so I come down here to watch
the games, and I play pool or ping-pong
almost every night. It’s a great way to
meet people.”
“The combination of nice people,
great professors, and a cozy campus
makes PC an ideal place to go to school,”
Burke said. “I can’t picture being any
where else.”

•

Earn $75 in cash at your first appointment!

•

Earn between $210 & $523 in cash by providing us with
daily CO readings!

•

Earn up to $175 in cash for follow-up appointments!

For more information, please contact Polly at 444-1814 or
e-mail us at
REWARDS@Brown.edu
A Research project sponsored by Brown University and the

National Institute on Drug Abuse
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Don't even TELL me
you're not gonna apply! Can't you
see, its a lock, Jerry, a LOCK!"

Take Kramer's advice, apply to
The Cowl today! We're now
hiring for all staffs including
News, A&E, Sports, Ads, and
Circulations. Without a staff,
we'd just be a paper about
nothing! Applications are
available in Slavin (905
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FEMA begins internal cleanup
by

Sarah Vernon ’07
World Writer

The head of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), Michael
D. Brown, resigned on Monday follow
ing the widespread criticism of the
agency’s response to HurNEWS ricane Katrina. His resigANALYSIS nation came just three days
after Brown was removed
from his job of overseeing the relief ef
fort. The White House quickly moved
to name a temporary replacement, R.
David Paulison, the director of FEMA’s
Preparedness Division and administra
tor of the United States Fire Administra
tion.
Just a week ago, President George W.
Bush had praised Brown for doing a
“heck of a job” in responding to the di
saster that destroyed most of New Or
leans and ravaged the Gulf Coast region.
Yet Brown incurred criticism after ap
pearing to be ignorant of the extent and
the degree of the hurricane’s damage in
the days after it hit.
The increased criticism aimed at the
federal government since the hurricane
has begun to take its toll on the Bush
administration’s approval ratings, now
below 40 percent. Critics charged the
government with not acting quickly or
effectively enough to help the hurricane’s
victims, many of whom were poor mi
norities already marginalized by society.
Bush denied the claim that the gov
ernment acted slowly because most of
the storm’s victims were black. Bush also
addressed claims that there are not
enough troops to aid in recovery because
of the war in Iraq. “We’ve got plenty of
troops to do both,” he told reporters.
After being briefed on the recovery
efforts, Bush toured parts of New Or
leans. Riding on a flatbed military truck
he saw destroyed houses, fallen trees, and
the murky, toxic floodwaters that cover
about 40 percent of the city.
Hurricane Katrina was one of the larg
est and deadliest hurricanes to hit the
U.S. in a century. The New York Times
has reported that the crisis was exacer
bated by the communication failures be
tween local and federal government.
FEMA assumed that the city would con-

Ask
PC
What would you like to
see done to help
Hurricane Katrina
victims?

BBC

Returning to their homes more than two weeks after the devastating storm,
victims search for belongings and pets among the debris.
duct its own relief efforts, asking for the 100,000 trailers and mobile homes
necessary help. But local officials in which will be placed in “trailer cities”
Louisiana and New Orleans were unpre across Alabama, Louisiana, and Missis
pared and incapable of adequately con sippi. Their ultimate goal, according to
trolling the situation and often unsure of Thad W. Allen, a Coast Guard vice ad
what was required from the federal gov miral in charge of the recovery, is to find
ernment. Moreover, different delegations permanent homes for all the displaced.
of responsibility meant that no one per But Louisiana state officials have al
son was in charge, making it difficult to ready expressed displeasure at FEMA’s
sluggishness in moving evacuees out of
wage a coordinated relief effort.
In addition, some contend that FEMA shelters.
There are many other daunting tasks.
did not understand the extent and strength
of the hurricane despite severe predictions Before thinking of reconstruction, the
by the National Hurricane Center. The water must be drained, the infrastruc
agency failed to dispatch enough teams ture repaired, and levees restored and
to the city before the storm and sent no improved. The receding floodwaters
workers until after the hurricane passed. have revealed severe damage. The
Critics also say that the disaster plan for levees that held back Lake Pontchartrain
the city was inadequate and did not ad were almost completely destroyed.
The Army Corps of Engineers has
dress how to transport evacuees and keep
law and order within New Orleans. There stated that it will take one month for the
was no plan to evacuate the city’s 100,000 city to be completely drained. Even
then, FEMA must rid die ground oftoxic
residents.
The death toll has now mounted past residues. There are dangerous levels of
400 and is likely to continue to rise. In E. coli bacteria, lead, and various car
addition, one million people from Loui cinogens. This week the Air National
siana, Mississippi, and Alabama have lost Guard plans to spray the entire region
their homes and have been displaced be with pesticides to prevent diseases such
cause of the hurricane. The staggering as the West Nile virus and other mos
monetary costs have experts saying that quito-borne illnesses.
In the coming month, FEMA will
the storm may be the most expensive di
saster in U.S. history. So far Congress concentrate on repairing the water the
has allocated $62.3 billion for the relief, sewage system and restoring electricity
but some estimate that the total cost could to diy areas. Commercial flights will
reach from $100 billion to $200 billion.
soon be resumed according to officials.
FEMA has begun the task of resettling In addition, the Port of New Orleans is
those who lost their homes in the disas planning to reopen some of its wharves.
ter. To this end, they have attained Sources: The New York Times, Reuters

“Donate to the Red Cross or possibly
go down there.”

Edmund Eddings ’07

“I’d like to see the school host a
fundraiser that I could take part in.”

Andrew McCarty ’09

Remnants of 30 Years War remains in Belfast
by Sarah Vaz ’07
Asst. World Editor

Sixty-three people were arrested and
more than fifty officers were seriously
injured this week after crowds of protes
tant hard-liners staged fierce riots and
NEWS street violence gripped the
Northern Ireland city of
ANALYSIS Belfast for days, in what
authorities and citizens are
calling the worst Protestant violence in
at least a decade.
The violence began when members
of the Orange Order, Northern Ireland’s
main legal Protestant group was ordered
to divert their annual parade away from
the traditionally Catholic West Belfast
section of town. The Order suggested
that West Belfast’s Protestants stage a sitin on the city’s roads and highways to
protest the move.
But what happened instead was noth
ing short of horrific. Cars were hijacked,
set on fire, and used as blockades. From
the cover of these blazing roadblocks,
petrol bombs, fireworks and other make
shift weapons were hurled at police and
army officials, while paramilitary groups
mounted machine gun attacks on officials
trying to break up the rioting.
The Protestant rioters were largely
destroying then own property, as they ri
oted in their section of the city. “No one
wants to see their local community suf

fer from serious damage caused by con Force (UVF) responsible for the disas
tinued nights of violence. Those with in ter, and have begun to put pressure on
fluence in these communities must step Peter Hain, the Northern Ireland Secre
forward and exercise that influence to en tary from the British Government, to
sure these areas do not suffer further, said officially declare that the UVF has aban
Assistant Chief Constable Duncan doned its ceasefire. The UVF is cur
McCausland, further warning that offic rently in the midst of a violent feud with
ers would continue to deal harshly with its hardening branch, the Loyalist Vol
further disturbances in the city.
unteer Force.
Many think McCausland has spelled
“Surely Peter Hain can recognize that
out die problem as well; Protestant groups when live bullets are fired at the police
dissatisfied with a peace process that be and army, that constitutes a breach of
gan in 1998 have become largely self
even his definition of a ceasefire,” said
destructive, while Catholics have ben David Ford, leader of the unionist Alli
efited from the cease-fire, sending their ance Party. Ford stated, “Mr. Hain needs
children to universities and improving to send out a message that the Govern
their economic status, while the tradi ment is going to stand up to terrorism
tional job market for Belfasts’ Protestants and defend decent citizens.”
has all but disappeared.
Hain plans to address the actions of
Experts have noted that Protestant the UVF and their role in the rioting
paramilitary groups have begun to lose within the next few days, but it remains
their sense of identity, and the leaders in unclear what legal action or sanctions
the Protestant communities have lost a can be imposed against an already un
great deal of their power and influence lawful paramilitary organization with no
over the paramilitary groups, comprised clearly definied political branch.
Though the three-day riots waned
largely of youths who believe that their
only choice is to join one of the forces. this Tuesday to only isolated incidents,
Several groups dedicated to youth advo a 34-year-old man appeared at Belfast
cacy in preventing this trend have been Magistrates’ Court today and is accused
taken aback this week, as youths were of terrorist offenses after the discovery
largely responsible for the terrorization of a bomb-making factory in the North
of citizens, with some families even tak Belfast section of the city last Saturday.
ing their young children outside to watch
Sources: BBC, Reuters, Times London
the ongoing violence.
Many are holding the Ulster Volunteer

“I would like to see a campuswide
effort. The fact is that we are a
Catholic institution and it would be
nice if clubs, activities, and faculty
could come together to give back.”
Gerry Rincon ’06

“Hopefully there will be an alterna
tive Spring Break program similar to
Habitat for Humanity that will allow
us to volunteer our time. “

Laurea Week *07,
Katie WGcroaiaio *07, aad
Sara Kirk *07

Compiled by Jullianne Sporer '07
and Allison Herrmann '07
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lieved Roe vs. Wade had been decided
Local:
wrongly, his support of right to privacy
“Survivor” Hatch to be prosecuted
Former CBS “Survivor” winner and has left many Democrats with a light of
Newport resident, Richard Hatch, is hope.
Roberts is President George W. Bush’s
scheduled to be arraigned Monday, Sept.
18 with charges of failure to pay taxes. nomination for the 17th Supreme Court
The 10 count indictment accuses Hatch Chief Justice, a spot left vacant by Chief
of not paying taxes on his one million Justice William Renquist, who died on
dollar winnings from the “Survivor” Sept. 3 death. Originally Roberts was
show, as well as making donations to his nominated to replace Justice Sandra Day
charity to cover personal expenses. The O’Connor who announced her retirement
specific charges include mail fraud, wire in early summer. Robert’s must still un
fraud, tax evasion, bank fraud, and fil dergo questioning by Sen. Dianne
ing a false tax return. Hatch backed out Feinstein (D-Calif.), the lone woman on
of a plea deal with prosecutors that had the Senate Judicial Committee.
him pleading guilty to two counts of tax International:
evasion, hoping to survive trial instead. Koizumi wins election and overwhelm
ing support
National:
Japanese Prime Minister, Junichiro
Roberts suprises Democrats on right
Koizumi, won a resounding victory in the
to privacy
Under the stem questioning of the Sunday, September 11 elections. The ec
Senate Judiciary Committee member centric politician campaigned on a plat
Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Penn.), John Rob * form of privatizing the postal system and
erts surprised many when he said thaf tittle else. Hisi resounding landslide vic
he believed the “right to privacy” was tory is considered a mandate for this dra
covered under several of the Constitu matic reform which could result in mas
tional Amendments. The right to pri sive job losses.
This key policy of Koizumi’s was
vacy is considered a key issue in abor
tion and gay rights cases, and while stalled last year when 37 dissenters from
Roberts refused to say whether he be his own party defected refusing to sup-

College Class
News

Boxers or briefs:
Underwear is in high demand
With all the donations pouring into
New Orleans and the surrounding areas
ravaged by hurricane Katrina, there is
one item that is in desperate demand,
clean underwear.
Two women in Houston have taken it
upon themselves to organize donations
of new clean underwear. “You can wear
someone else’s blue jeans, or shirt, but
you need your own underwear,” said Kay
Barbour who is one of the women in
charge of this drive.
Donation boxes have been set up in
fast food chains and restaurants in Hous
ton. The support has been incredible.
People have dropped off over 1,900 pairs
of new underwear to the Salvation Army
which is distributing donations.
The two women are calling the drive,
“Drop Yer Draws for Katrina,” and are
counting on the continued generosity of
the community to help fulfill the demand
for a clean pair of underwear.

Sources: Yahoo, Reuters
—Kim Krupa ’07

of Katrina receives aid

that nothing is definite. There is now an
unprecedented rush of students to do in

by Erin Egan ’07
Contributing Writer

port the privatization of the post. As a
result, Koizumi sent out “assassin” can
didates to run against those defectors,
successfully winning many seats from
them and ensuring passage of his policy.
Although his recent victory assures pub
lic support of his government and poli
cies, Koizumi has pledged to step down
as Prime Minister and head of his party
during this month.
Arts and Entertainment:
Mickey Mouse goes to China
Disney has opened a 320 acre Hong
Kong theme park hoping to open up
China’s vast market to its products.
Opening at 1:00 p.m., a time established
by ancient Chinese custom in order to
harmonize with nature, the first days
ticket sales were limited to half the park
capacity. Only one third of the size of
the original Disney themepark with only
21 rides and attractions, the park is ex
pected to bring in 5.6 billion visitors in
its first year. The Hong Kong govern
ment put $2.9 million into the project
hoping the park will convert the city into
a family-oriented travel destination, as
well as pull in leisure travelers from all
over Asia.
Sources: ABC, Los Angeles Times, BBC,

66

As campuses nationwide enact

Many dorm rooms on college cam hurricane relief efforts to aid the
puses can be labeled a disaster area, but
victims of Katrina, there is a
in the wake of Katrina a messy dorm
room is the least of many student’s wor large number of students who do
ries. In the aftermath of
not have a campus .. . These
NEWS hurricane Katrina, which
ANALYSIS hitthe gulf coast on Aug. ' 'students, rather than being in a
class of 1,000 or the Class of
29, hundreds of counties
and states throughout the gulf were of- 2009, now find themselves in the
ficially declared disaster areas by
completely unprecedented ‘Class
FEMA. The unfortunate citizens from
of Katrina.’
these areas experienced first-hand the
largest natural disaster in American his
tory. On top of the thousands of resi the past two weeks what they had been
dents affected, there was also an esti preparing for in the past few years: find,
mated 100,000 college students with apply, and attend a college.
To their assistance, colleges and uni
temporary residence on the 43 campuses
in that region officially declared disas versities from around the nation have
opened their doors to welcome this “Class
ter areas.
Forced-into such drpsfic change only . of Katrina.” Students from the 25 Louidays before'school Was scheduled to siana schools which are generally closed
commence Hurricane Katrina severely ' until further notice.. We strongly encourage
affected a large networkof college stu aged to start class in other schools. Most
dents now called the “Class of Katrina.” of the 18.schools fromAlabama and Mis
Students that had thought their future sissippi have declared opening dates for
years were secure in the college or uni Sept. J 2,.or further into the month.
To accommodate the unique group of
versity of their ehoice have now learnd

students, ranging from incoming fresh
man to seniors, schools across the na
tion have adopted temporary enrollment
policies. Although the policies for these
displaced students are specific on an in
dividual school basis most include tuition
waivers, accommodating credit transfers,
and extended deadlines for applicants.
A detailed state-by-state guide is pres
ently posted on www.collegerelief.com
with the mo$t up-to-date list and contacts
for affected students.
On a federal level, the House of Rep
resentatives unanimously passed two
emergency bills regarding the federal stu
dent aid that had been granted to the dis
placed students prior to the disaster. The
Pell Grant Hurricane and Disaster Re
lief Act was introduced by Rep. Ric
Keller (R-Fla.) to give the Secretary of
Education the proper authority to waive
previous requirements that all students
who withdraw from a university must
return their issued Pell Grants. There
fore all students who now permanently
withdraw from their previous schools in
the wake of this event are not beset with
financial worries.
The second bill, the Student Grant
Hurricane and Disaster ReliefAct, intro
duced by Rep. Bobby Jindal (R-La.) gen
erously adds onto the previous bill. It.

states that in the wake of ‘a major disas
ter’ any students forced to leave do not
have to return any other sort of financial
aid including Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grants (SEOG), Leveraging
Educational Assistant Partnerships
(LEAP) or Gaining Early Awareness and
Readiness for Undergraduate Programs
awards (GEAR UP).
As the weeks pass more aid is ex
pected in order to alleviate the personal
stress and make financial issues as lim
ited as possible. Damages done to Mis
sissippi colleges alone total an estimated
$673 million.
As campuses nationwide enact hurri
cane relief efforts to aid the victims of
Katrina there is a large number of stu
dents who do not have a campus. Fresh
men at Tulane University moved in long
enough to meet their new roommates
before they had to flee town on Saturday
in expectation of the hurricane. These
students rather than being in a class of
1,000 or the Class of 2009 now find
themselves in the completely unprec
edented “Class of Katrina.”

Sources: Collegerelief.org, American
Council on Education, The National
Association ofIndependent Colleges and
Universities, FEMA, CNN

The Washington Semester
A PC student s experience ofD. C.
By Nicole Cuismar '-7 public, and Chile. In retrospect, it beWorld Writer
comes remarkable how we have been

brought together this semester to share
Webster's dictionary defines culture in what already seems to be an experience
as, "the act of developing the intellec- i" of limitless possibility.
tual and moral faculties especially by
In the past few weeks 1 feel as though
education.” Leaving the amiable com I have already seen more than I could
fort zone of the Pnavidegcc College have ever imagined or even filled one
campus and setting foot'into Washing scrap book with. On a mere walk to the
ton. D.C., this semester’has'redefined my campus library, I pass both the Swedish
sense of culture. In fact, you could ay and Japanese embassies as well as the
that the term “culture” is an understate NBC-Washington Bureau headquarters.
ment. Washington, D C., is a veritable I have watched symphony orchestras per
melting pot for all things American, with form on the steps ofthe Capitol building,
not Only its residents but its students walked down the National Mall, toured
ranging from all 50 states, it also main the monuments (The World War II being
tain^ the largest,,international student my favorite because of the fountains!),
eaten pizza frorh Jumbo Slice in Adams
Morgan (a.k.a the biggest slice of pizza
Washington Semester Journalism pro you have ever seen), and walked through
gram, I currently have the unique privi the once scandalous grounds of the
lege of being a so-called “member” of Watergate Hotel. The “Metro,” as it is
this inditing -pot.* My’ roommates and dubbed here in D.C., is also literally the
close friends here hail from Chicago, cleanest and most efficient subway sys
California, Texas, the Dominican Re tem you will probably ever see in the

Photo courtesy of Nicole Chismar ’07

Nicole Chismar ’07 is currently
studying at American University in
D.C. as part of PC’s elite
Washington Semester program.
world today. Built in the late 70s, the stations are reminiscent of a discotheque,
yet still feel new because of the radically
engineered graffiti-resistant paint that

adorns their walls. Luckily, I have been
fortunate enough not to get lost yet!
A few negatives I’ve also experienced
are that both the White House and the
Hope Diamond are definitely not as big
as they look on T.V., and interning on
the Hill for Senator “Ted” Kennedy’s
press office isn’t all its cracked up to be
(unless you consider unpaid “slave la
bor” a good time). In fact, after my first
stress-filled thirteen hour day on the
“Hill” without a lunch break, I decided
to relinquish my position as an intern.
As a replacement for that position I now
currently work at The American Prospect
magazine, in hopes of getting a piece
published by the end of the semester.
Despite these few negatives 1 have
encountered, Washington, D.C., is truly
a remarkable city with a melting pot quite
unlike any other American metropolis. I
have no doubts about being able to fill
more than just a few journals worth of
experience before the close of my
semester here. In fact, I guarantee it.
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Heart of the Matter
Flooded with controversy
by

No political fight to win

Adam D. Roach ’06
Commentary Staff

Kyle Drennen ’07
Commentary Staff

by

he American people should be angry. It is clear that Hurricane Katrina has
s many people can tell, politics in this country have become more and
brought out the best in ordinary Americans, but it is just as clear that Katrina
more divisive in recent years. As an active member of the political pro
cess, I am more invested than most in the debates that result from this
has brought out the worst in President Bush. Anyone with a modicum of
common sense can realize that something went seriously wrong in the Bush
divisiveness. However, I can also acknowledge when politics goes too
administration’s response to Katrina. There is nobody to blame but the man who
far, from healthy debate to self destruction. It was once said that politics stopped at
has claimed that his policies since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,2001, have made the water’s edge, but now, all foreign policy decisions are subject to partisans at
this country safer. What follows is a case study in incompetence.
tacking each other on both sides, while our military serves honorably overseas.
President Bush’s responsibility for the mismanaged response to Hurricane Katrina Now, the political atmosphere has sunk to a new low, with politicians playing the
goes far beyond the waning days of August. It lies in the five years in which he and blame-game in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.
the Republican Party have made a habit of emaciating
Many feel that the response to this massive disaster
and stripping social programs which reduce poverty and
was too slow in the initial days following the storm, par
level the playing field for underprivileged Americans. Not
ticularly in the case of New Orleans. The city suffered
once did Bush raise the minimum wage, which those seen
three successive and separate disasters; first, the hurricane
waiting on their roofs for help were earning. As a result,
itself, then the flooding of the city the day after, and fi
a city with 30 percent of its population living in poverty
nally the violence and looting that took place in the down
and thousands of citizens with neither money nor means
town area. Now many are wondering if the fourth wave
to evacuate stood in the path of Katrina. Besides Bush’s
might be a large scale health crisis. Looking objectively
fiscal malignance, the unjustified quagmire in Iraq has
at the situation, one could argue that significant relief ar
played a major role in the urban plight which was recently
rived 48 hours too late.
exposed for all ofAm erica to see. Billions of dollars pour
On Monday, Aug. 29, the hurricane hit, and little could
into Iraq every day, while billions are denied to cities such
be done to help the victims in the midst of the storm. On
as New Orleans and billions more are denied to emer
Tuesday, Aug. 30, the levees around New Orleans broke,
gency response programs at home. The use of the military
flooding the city, and once again limiting the capacity for
would have been an ideal response to an emergency of
aid to be sent in. However, by the morning of Wednesday,
Katrina’s magnitude.
Aug. 31, help could have been sent into the city to evacu
It is a shame that the National Guard units of Louisi
ate the surviving victims. Despite this fact it was not until
ana were in Iraq and most of the military was not on home
the morning of Friday, Sept. 2 that the National Guard
soil. It is also a shame that the New Orleans Army Corps
finally rolled into the city of New Orleans.
of Engineers, those best equipped to mend the broken
Now the question comes down to who was responsible
levees of the city, had their budget slashed by the Presi
for this slow response? The responsibility lies first and
dent and were busy working tirelessly in Iraq while barri
www. nationalgeographic, com foremost with Mother Nature. Despite all the finger point
ers fell at home.
ing, this was a natural disaster, and though some, like Rob
Despite the ongoing mess in Iraq, which has siphoned
ert F. Kennedy Jr., blamed the storm on global warming
valuable resources from the bayou, one must realize that
and environmental policies, it was in reality a spontane
Bush had four long years since 9/11 to prepare for a di
ous natural event. After this acknowledgement, everyone
saster of Katrina’s proportion. Bush’s promise that he was
is to blame, the entire bureaucracy on the local, state, and
keeping this country safe and prepared was a major ten
federal levels, which did not communicate well enough
ant of his 2004 reelection platform. At the sight of those
with each other to coordinate evacuation and rescue ef
African Americans standing on their sinking cars, desper
forts in a rapid amount of time. The Mayor of New Or
ately waving white flags for help, it is hard to imagine
leans should have taken a more proactive leadership, or
that Bush is fulfilling his promise. The response of the
dering forced evacuations and using public buses to aid in
federal government to Katrina is evidence enough that
this effort, many of which wound up unused and under
this country is still tremendously vulnerable. Hurricane
water.
Katrina revealed the truth that Bush was reelected on a
The governor of Louisiana should have had the Na
lie.
tional Guard ready to move in even before the hurricane
A major move on the part of the White House in re
hit, having them poised on the outskirts of New Orleans,
sponse to the 9/11 attacks was the establishment of the
ready to immediately help with the evacuation process on
Department of Homeland Security. Many were left won
Wednesday morning. On the Federal level, President Bush
dering where they were when Katrina pummeled the Big
should have pushed the Louisiana Governor into action
Easy. A largely under-funded entity under Homeland
sooner, given that only she had the authority to mobilize
Insecurity’s umbrella, FEMA (Federal Emergency Man
the Guard within her state. In the end, no one was really
agement Agency), clearly demonstrated the Bush
prepared for a disaster on this scale, though it had been
administration’s failure to prepare. As opposed to appointing someone well quali predicted for decades.
fied to lead this organization, Bush appointed Michael Brown, a political appointee
Unfortunately, this is the result of human nature, people will not prepare for some
who had almost no experience in emergency management and has now proven to thing until they have actually experienced first hand. Then, even when people do
be utterly inept. FEMA’s incompetence was apparent throughout the catastrophe. It learn from their mistakes, disaster usually takes on a completely different form the
experienced massive communication and distribution failures, while at the same next time around. So what can any of us really do in the end?
time it refused the help of other federal organizations. Reports abound of supplies
The answer is that we have to pick ourselves up after these catastrophes, learn as
piling up while those trapped in the city were in desperate need. That is what hap much as possible from them, and then brace ourselves for the next time they inevita
pens when one lets patronage cloud common sense.
bly strike. We are all only human, we cannot fully prepare for everything, and when
After all this failure and incompetence, it is mind-boggling that Bush could still think we have, we are consistently proven wrong. Second guessing ourselves will
have the gall to blame state and local officials for the slow response on September only drive us crazy.
3. The same political machine that besmirched the records of three wounded Viet
That being said, there should be an independent investigation into the response in
nam veterans was put in motion to save face after it became clear that Bush had the wake of the hurricane, which should primarily be a source of learning how to
failed his country. It is ironic that Bush seems to be around when things are going improe our current disaster relief infrastructure. In terms of holding people account
well and is nowhere to be seen when things are not so peachy. There was no jumpsuit able, we have already seen the resignation of FEMA Director, Michael Brown, and
and aircraft carrier in New Orleans. No “Mission Accomplished” signs or pep-talks others may follow, expecially at the state and local levels in Louisiana. I strongly
atop rubble heaps. He was able to sneak in a few photo ops, though. That was only believe that this event in our nation’s history must be a source of unity and inspira
after workers were arranged and resources were moved behind the camera to set tion, as countless Americans open their homes, communities, wallets, and time to
the stage. Nobody wants to see the President with a backdrop of inactivity and aid those of our fellow citizens affected. This cannot simply devolve into another
inefficiency.
point of political contention in Washington, for politicians to use for their own ben
Something needs to be done. A non-partisan commission is needed to investi efit or make the other side look bad. Disasters like this bring out the best and worst
gate exactly what went wrong to insure that such a fiasco never again takes place on in humanity, as we have seen thus far. Therefore, we should acknowledge the worst,
our soil. This is the United States of America. We deserve better than this.
but remember the best.
So as thousands go to bed tonight, either in the Astrodome or in homes of others,
My thoughts and prayers go out to all those affected by this tragedy and although
homeless and hopeless, wondering how they will scrape their lives together, I will the devastation of this tragedy is overwhelming, times of crisis evoke actions of
be tossing and turning myself. One question will be keeping me up. How can the greatness, and through collective strength, I know our nation will emerge stronger
President sleep at night?
through its endurance.

T
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Hurricane Katrina and the
aftermath is one of the
worst natural disasters to
occur on American soil. In
the aftermath, the timing
and efficiency of relief
efforts have been highly
scrutinized. This week,
Adam D. Roach ’06 and
Kyle Drennen ’07
discuss Katrina’s impact.
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Fuel for thought
by Erin Rice ’06
Commentary Staff

The last time I filled up my tank at
the gas station, oddly enough I was re
minded of a frat party I attended at the
end of spring semester. Young pledges
gulped greedily from froth
ing funnels and kegs as their
NATION
brothers stood a few feet
away chanting “Chug!
Chug! Chug!” in supportive unison.
Similarly, shiny new SUV’s lined up to
guzzle as much unleaded goodness as
their tanks could handle, then rolled
heavily and awkwardly out of the tiny
station as if in a drunken stupor.
Despite the incessant bitching at the
pumps, I believe that recent inflation of
the price of gas is a blessing in disguise.
In fact, I think it is about time we started
paying more for our fuel than the coun
tries using significantly less than us.
However, even with the recent jump in
prices to over $3.19 per gallon, we con
tinue to pay much less than most other
parts of the world. Take the small En
glish town of Devon, for example. In the
wake of hurricane Katrina—which re
duced the oil refining capacity in the U.S.
by two million barrels per day—gas
prices rose to a little over 1 GBP per li
ter. With the exchange rate around 1.84
US dollars for 1 GBP, our British friends
are paying approximately $6.95 per gal
lon.
Fortunately, a bit of relief is on its way
since the International Energy Agency
released some of its oil reserves, bring
ing the staggering $70.85 per barrel cost
down to $64.08. Yet this small break in
the price of fuel does nothing to allevi
ate more serious fuel problems lurking
ominously near.
Recently, a conference in Manches
ter, England addressed these issues. High
fuel prices brought the European Union’s
financial ministers together to appeal to
oil companies on several accounts.
Among the demands were an increase in
oil production and refining, as well as
research in energy source alternatives. In
addition, the EU ministers appealed di
rectly to the US, demanding cut backs in
energy use. They claim the US has been
putting the worldwide energy crisis on
the back burner. Deputy Finance Minis
ter Caio Koch-Weser of Germany stated,
“Attention should be drawn to the fact
that the biggest sinners of energy effi
ciency—the U.S. and China now—need
to address this issue with greater inten
sity.” Recent studies show that the U.S.
consumes one quarter of the world’s
daily energy usage, thus justifying
Weser’s remark. China takes a distant
second as Asia’s energy demands have
been on the rise in recent years. Other

ministers shared in Weser’s disdain for
the seemingly indifferent stance the U.S.
takes on energy matters. He noted the
U.S. will be confronted with these ap
peals at the upcoming G7 meeting.
On the homefront, “price gouging” at
the pumps momentarily preoccupies
politicians. While corruption within the
oil market is nothing new—and is some
thing that needs to be addressed—state
and federal government should be focus
ing on reducing energy use and finding
alternative sources. Quibbling over a few
cents pergailon will get us nowhere. Our
country must develop a feasible plan for
the future.
Now is the time to worry about where
our energy will come from, while we still
have fossil fuels in abundance. The rate
at which the U.S. is moving away from
fossil fuel dependency has left us light
years behind other countries. There are
hundreds of fuel altematives-each with
their own advantages and disadvantages-

Despite the incessant bitching at
the pumps, I believe that recent
inflation of the price of gas is a
blessing in disguise. In fact, I
think it is about time we started
paying more for our fuel than
the countries using significantly
less than us.

and many are already being put to use.
For example, almost half of the fuel
that bums in Brazilian automobiles is a
blend with ethanol from sugarcane.
France has made advances in nuclear
energy and now gets a large percentage
of its electrical output from fission tech
nology. In Germany, public buses run
swiftly and silently through the streets
powered by hydrogen. Approximately
20 percent of the electrical energy in
Denmark comes directly from wind tur
bines. All of these are options for the
United States as well, however most ef
forts to “go green” have been stifled. In
Massachusetts, a proposition to build a
wind turbine off the coast of Cape Cod
was shut down because residents com
plained it would ruin the ocean view.
Many things can be done to reduce
energy use—and subsuquently energy
cost—but it will require sacrifice and co
operation. IfAmericans will not give up
their SUV’s for hybrids just yet, we need
to at least appreciate that gas is readily
available, and though no longer cheap,
still affordable.
Sources, The Boston Globe, National
Geographic, Time Magazine
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Another Night at the Office
by Kelly Jones ’07
Asst. Commentary Editor

Tangents and Tirades
Yes, yes, 'welcome back to the pain that is college life. As
if classes, homework, and all these single-sex dorms
didn’t have you down enough—here are our piddly com
plaints to saddle your bags.
Get your butts down here
The PC Mart on Douglas Avenue is much more
than a convenience store. Though most students utilize the mart for only gas and
cigarettes, there is a smorgasbord of made-to-order deli sandwiches and healthy
groceries at reasonable prices. When asked how he felt about PC students, the
clerk Yassir was positive, saying “Summers in the area are dead, the students
bring it to life.” Yassir was unclear how the PC Mart replaced an auto-body shop,
or whether the true name was Providence College Mart. Cool, Yassir. Now how
about a pack of Turkish Gold Camels? —Kelly Jones ’07
Yay Ray?
Maybe this is yesterday’s sheppard’s pie talking, but perhaps the
powers that be decided to dump a little more cash into the infamous Raymond
cafeteria this year. It looks quite stunning. New flags sporting pictures of
hamburgers, coffee mugs and fruit hang from their respective zones, a lovely
harvest scene is set up to disguise the salad bar, even the deli section has roast
beef now! Also, I’ve been told that the over 1000 blue cups stolen from Ray’
have been replaced this year, and the cafeteria is ready to rock. Says Garrett
Owen ’08, “That’s a lot of damn cups.” It sure is Garrett, it sure is.

—Ricky LaBonte ’08

A sorry
display
by

Adam D. Roach ’06
Commentary Staff

Following the tsunami that ravaged
Southeast Asia, the PC Democrats in
vited the PC Republicans to join them in
a bi-partisan fundraising drive. The Re
publicans refused, saying that they would
hold their own drive (they never did, and
do not ever let a Republican say that
Democrats refuse to cooperate).
It should not have surprised me, then,
that the PC Republicans did not invite
the PC Democrats to participate in their
event in memory of 9/11. Even though
the Republicans were continuing their
trend of wrapping themselves in the trag
edy of 9/11 by making their memorial a
partisan event and making it clear that
they were sponsoring it, I was not that

insulted. It was just a continuation of their
trend of politicizing 9/11, as seen in the
Republican National Convention and in
pretty much everything President Bush
has done since that horrible day.
They were also raising money for
charity, and 1 sure do agree with that.
What 1 was insulted by, however,
was an advertisement that I saw for the
event. On the advertisement was the date
“9-11 ” with the eleven represented by
a juvenile depiction of the twin towers
and the hyphen represented by a jet-liner
poised to strike the building.
This depiction of the ghastly events
of Sept. 11 was insulting, insensitive, in
poor taste and completely inappropriate.
I demand an apology—in this publica
tion—from the PC Republicans. The
entire campus deserves one.
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Eat healthy, buy local, and the rest is pure magic
Chris Ackley ’06
Commentary Editor

by

My only cell-phone dependency is the
alarm clock function. Otherwise, I might
as well have a dial-up, rotaiy phone. Or
maybe one of those big crank phones that
the mom in Lassie churned
RHODY to reach out and touch
someone. By the way, June
Lockhart was a fox.
On Friday nights, I program my little
Nokia to start singing at 5:00 a.m. Leav
ing the comforting womb that is my bed
is difficult, but it kicks off the best part
of my week. I will spend my Saturday
morning surrounded by beauty in the
form of food, people, and purpose at the
Hope Street Farmers Market.
Although, the market officially opens
at the ring of a bell at 9:30 a.m., the day
starts in South Providence at about 6:10
a.m. with Vikky, Rich Pederson and me.
Vikky is the most important part of this
operation because she is a truck. Rich is
also pretty important—he’s the city
farmer. I’m pretty much just in it for the
earthy girls in skirts.
I spent this summer with Rich and a
whole cast of characters farming on three
quarters of an acre in South Providence
called City Farm. Here we organically
grow everything from raspberries to ruby
red chard and more than 50 other crops,
not to mention housing chickens, bees

and a constant stream of Providence
school-children. It is hard to describe
the dynamic nature of City Farm in so
few words. So, after a long week of wa
tering, weeding, and waffle-ball, the mar
ket is an opportunity to share our work
with members of the greater Providence
community. There is no better explana
tion for our work than biting into a big
juicy Brandywine tomato that was picked
yesterday and traveled only three miles
from the vine to your mouth.

Exchange, we arrive at the market. This
begins the transformation. In about an
hour, we will unpack our overstuffed
Vikky and set up our colorful display.
Steadily, the other vendors trickle into
the Hope High School driveway and be
gin to unpack themselves. As the bell
rings, a musician tunes up his guitar,
ready to liven the mood just a bit more.
It is a familiar set-list, but for the heap
ing bag of produce we hook him up with,
there is no better Suzie Q in town.

by

So it starts with Vikky. Two tables, a
tent, four coolers, around fifteen paint
ers buckets, four large rubbish bags
(filled with greens and herbs), and much
more are packed with thoughtful frenzy
into Vikky’s cab. The hapless back of
the truck makes Rich and I look like
Okies fleeing the Dustbowl. However,
the front of the truck is filled with so
many cut flowers that people must see
us and say “Oh, they’re not Okies, they
are just insane.”
After a little Breakfast With the
Beatles—one of my favorite radio shows
on the airwaves—and a stop at Coffee

Eric Fulford ’08

For the next three hours I talk with
hundreds of people. Mostly about food,
and what kind they want in their canvas
bag; but also other topics ranging from
baseball to the Muppets to psychedelic
theatre in Olneyville. Dozens of little
kids discover the beauty of our work as
a husk cherry pops out of its exoskel
eton into their outstretched palm. They
are good for big kids too. My roommate
barged into my room one day and asked,
“What does a guy have to do to get about
60 husk cherries around here?”
The loyal patrons and vendors of the
market truly hold down the operation. It

is very grounding that every week the
same man in the same hat grabs a bunch
of Red Russian Kale, hands us a one
dollar bill and two quarters, says thank
you, then continues on his way. Al
Bettencourt—a more traditional
farmer—pulls his big green box truck
next to our little Vikky and scoffs at our
hippy-dippy farming practices. Al is not
a bad guy though. He’s quick to buy you
a lemonade on a hot day, and sometimes
even spins some stories about his wilder
days when he was once offered grass.
One thing is for sure, the guy sure grows
some good com.
Everything about the market is beau
tiful. The assortment of yellow, red, and
orange cherry tomatoes that seem to sing
in harmony, the rough skin of a yellow
crook neck squash, or the taste of a juicy
peach consistently drop my jaw. But the
fact that all these foods were grown lo
cally, and the idea that the market sup
ports people doing what they love to do
brings to it a new level of satisfaction.
Also, did I mention the earthy girls in
skirts?
The best part is, this is happening al
most every day in Providence, including
a Monday market downtown at Kennedy
Plaza, quite easily accessible by bus.
Look for posters around campus adver
tising all the local farmers markets, or
visit www.farmfreshri.oig for more de
tails. Believe me, it’s for your health.

Why are we in Iraq again?
world’s superpower—in a position of to
tal weakness.
President Bush’s response to this fail
The time has come for the United ing is to either deny its existence or claim
States to begin a major appraisal of the that we just need to keep on plugging,
situation in Iraq, one that goes deeper meaning more men and women need to
than President Bush’s tired rhetoric. die in vain. It is said amongst military
President Bush has claimed tacticians that one of the worst things a
that there are two options commander can do is to reinforce defeat.
IRAQ
left in Iraq. Stay and see the To continue throwing resources at a lost
fight through, or cut and cause creates only a bigger and bigger
run. In laying it out like this, he effec mess.
And the U.S. is in a mess. Our list of
tively states that the two options are brav
allies (always short) is growing shorter.
ery or cowardice.
While this is a common Bush move Our ability to respond to Iran and Korea
to simplify any discourse to the level of is negligible. According to retired Gen
schoolyard banter, more responsible dis eral Barry McCaffrey, the National
cussions need to occur. And fundamen Guard is in the “stage of meltdown” and
tally the time has come for the U.S. to the military is wildly overstretched. This
does not look promising for the future
plan a withdrawal.
According to the state department, ter
This week is the fourth anniversary
of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11 and rorism around the world is worsening.
many will look back to see what we have And while some Republicans cite the fact
accomplished. Increasingly, it appears that there has been no attack on the U.S.
we are losing. This is due primarily to as a sign of victory, they fail to remem
President Bush’s irresponsible and mor ber that eight years went by between ter
ally unacceptable leadership. By launch rorist attacks on U.S. soil. We may have
ing the unjust war in Iraq and then re already lost the war in Iraq, the question
peatedly botching our efforts, the Presi now is can we win the War on Terror?
In both the Cold War and the War on
dent has left the United States—the
by

Terence Sweeney ’06
Commentary Staff

Terror, the U.S. was distracted by pick
ing the wrong fight in the wrong place.
It should have rather focused on the real
enemy. And just like Vietnam, the U.S.
has got itself caught up in a futile struggle
against a foreign supported insurgency.
Just as Nixon did, it is time to begin a
pull out. Everyday we are succeeding in
creating more terrorists and losing more
soldiers. Support for the war is collaps
ing and enthusiastic support is almost
nonexistent. The only rationale that
keeps people supporting the war is that
we have to win. But winning is no longer
a viable option.
The U.S. military needs to plan and
execute a gradual pullout and stop the
bleeding. If possible a strong Kurdistan
should be left to run the North and the
Iraqi army should support whatever is left
ofthe Iraqi democratic government. This
does not have to be immediate with
drawal, but the U.S. should be out within
a year. The U.S. Congress should hold
hearings into what went wrong in Iraq
and to what extent the Bush administra
tion is responsible for misleading the
public and totally mishandling the war.
In addition, a structured plan to run the
War on Terror after losing the battle in

Iraq must be organized.
The War on Terror can still be won
but the war on Iraq is lost. The time has
also come for a national soul searching
into what allowed a war crazed adminis
tration to botch its original post 9/11 war
plan and launch an unjust, ill-planned
war. Although the over-zealous cowboy
that is our President lead us into war, the
Democratic party launched no opposi
tion to the war, and therefore share some
of the blame. The national media re
peated the Administration’s talking
points throughout the lead-up to the war,
and the American people were duped
while the rest of the world opposed this
rushed war.
We have lost 1,800 soldiers for noth
ing. We have lost focus on the War on
Terror, and ruined an already fragile Iraq.
We the people bear the burden for this
war as much as our President. And we
the people owe our soldiers both respect
and an apology because in allowing this
war we failed them. We failed to protect
them from our political folly, and the
United States failed to lead the world.
The time has come to make things right.
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No rush of blood to the head
Coldplay's latest, X&Y, falls short of expectations
By Joe McCormick ’07
A&E Staff
Coldplay

X&Y
Capitol

The recording process for Coldplay’s
third full-length album, X&Y, stretched
over 18 months with numerous delays of
its release date. This is a testament to
Chris
Martin’s
ALBUM
struggle to live up to
REVIEW
the pressure put on
his shoulders to
“write a book (read: album), the one
they’ll say that shook the world.” That
line belongs to “Swallowed in the Sea”—
a song rife with organ and colorful gui
tars, triumphant and soaring: a song
clearly written as part of a plan to save
the world.
Coldplay has been exhaustively com
pared to U2, hailing from the British Isles
to “conquer” America with songs about
love and social justice over swirling gui
tars and a driving rhythm section. X&Y
sounds more like U2 than Coldplay’s
previous albums, and Martin, the group’s
principle songwriter, seems to be grasp
ing in it for Bono’s lyrical scope. Mar
tin, however, is not Bono, and when he
aims for inspirational, he ends up with
patronizing. Take, for example, “A Mes
sage,” which begins, “My song is love. /
Love to the loveless, shown. / And it goes
up I you don’t have to be alone.” Empty,
vague, preaching.
None of the “soft” songs on X&Y,
with the exception of “Fix You,” musi
cally or lyrically come close to match

ing the delicate power and simplicity of
“The Scientist,” er^Trouble,” or one of
the other great “soft” songs on Para
chutes (2000) and A Rush of Blood to
the Head (2002). Those two albums
helped Coldplay gain respect among
many “underground” listeners who are
usually too cool for anything on the ra
dio. Good songwriting is hard to deny,
even if, as Coldplay was, a band is re
peatedly accused of copping the style of
one of the greatest bands of this genera
tion, Radiohead. In the past, Coldplay
has been something for the “indie kids”
to put on the stereo when they have
friends over who wouldn’t be able to
“appreciate” the noise-rock of Mogwai.
Coldplay was somewhat of a unifying
factor, as shown in the inclusion of
“Don’t Panic” in the Zack Braff pro
duced indie-rock melting pot, the Gar
den State Soundtrack, despite Coldplay’s
major label status.

If I had a nickel for every
time someone has pointed
out that the piano lead in
“Speed of Sound” is the
same as the famous
“Clocks” piano lead, I would
be able to afford the $16.99
for this C.D.

With the release of X&Y, however,
the unity has ended. The typical para
digm of the underground butting heads

with the mainstream is strikingly obvi still holds interest, mostly thanks to good
ous this time around. As a result, I have arrangement and production. The title
one group of friends saying excitedly track’s descent into tautology is a sign
“the new one is their best album,” while of things to come, most flagrantly in the
another growls, “Coldplay is dead to following song, the first single, “Speed
me.” Were they not listening when Mar of Sound.” If I had a nickel for every
tin told them in “Square One,” “It doesn’t time someone has pointed out that the
matter who you are,” and again in piano lead in “Speed of Sound” is the
“White Shadow,” “You’re part of the same as the famous “Clocks” piano lead,
human race / All the stars and the outer I would be able to afford the $ 16.99 for
space?” Seriously, we’re one big fam this C.D.
Outside of the stretch from White
ily, right?
There is a lot to like on X& Y. The Shadow to X&Y, the album tends to all
middle of the album, from track three, sound the same, with the notable excep
“White Shadow,” to track six, “X&Y,” tion of the final, bonus track, “Til King
is filled with solid songwriting and beau dom Come.” The final song harkens
tiful melodies. “White Shadow” pulses back to Parachutes in its relaxed atmo
with rhythm: all drums and bass and sphere and countryside soundscape.
On September 4, out on Slavin Lawn,
swaggering vocals, expanded into the at
mosphere by Jonny Buckland’s aching X& Y was played in its entirety over the
lead guitar. Here the U2-esque formula PA system at the freshmen welcome
works to create a song with style and barbeque. Perhaps the “indie kids”
power. “Fix You,” the new single, be haven’t given this album a chance be
gins with a beautiful organ under cause floating over the throngs of people
Martin’s airy vocals singing a beautiful lined up to eat Ray dinner off of plastic
melody (even if the lyrics leave some plates in the late hours of the afternoon,
something about the music just seemed
thing to be desired).
“Talk” is probably the strongest song right. Maybe the calculatedly atmo
on the album. The production is perfect, spheric guitar work, the just-edgycontrasting walls of guitar and leads enough driving drums, and the shame
soaked in delay with the soft wavering lessly heavy-handed lyrics all work to
of a mellotron and the soft wavering of gether in a way that, foeused on the im
Martin’s voice. The drums dance like perfections, I can’t grasp.
In any case, while 1 sat on the steps
something off a Killer’s album, the bass
shows how solid Guy Berryman can be, eating, three gray-mustachioed Hurley
and the vocals slide into the empty janitorial workers approached me to ask
spaces. Last of the four pillars of X&Y who the band was that was playing, in
is the title track. The songs verse swells tent on buying the album. How can I
with an engaging, almost Eastern-influ argue with that?
enced melody. Even when it becomes a
typical Coldplay song in the chorus, it GRADE: B-
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Picks Lions, and Tigers, and
of the Technicolor Dreamcoats,
oh my!
by James McGehee '08
Asst. A&E Editor

This season, Providence theater is smokin ’
by

Movie
Lost in Translation
Directed by Sofia Coppola
Bob is a movie star in a mid-life
crisis. Charlotte is a young new
lywed who is trying to find her
self. The two meet at a Tokyo ho
tel. and fill each other's void. They
romp around midnight Tokyo and
develop a strange, but satisfying
relationship. Detractors argue that
nothing happens in the film. It is
rare indeed, however, that fictional
characters become this real.

Music

The Beatles
The Beatles (The White Album)
Capitol
Thirty songs telling the stories of
Bungalow Bill, Rocky Raccoon,
Sexy Sadie, and that Blackbird
only waiting for his moment to
arise. Even if I have never been
able to finish listening to Revolu
tion 9. this album is an outpouring
of genius. Hey, even rapper JayZ liked it.

Book

Life of Pi
Written by Yann Martel
Pi Patel is stranded on a liferaft
somwhere in the Pacific Ocean.
So is an adult Bengal tiger named
Ricard Parker. Yes, this will all
make sense when you read it. The
book really becomes a classic
when Pi becomes blind and
meets another blind man floating
on a raft in the open ocean. Or
maybe it s when he discovers a
floating island of algae crowded
with meekrats.

Anna Kukowski ’06
A&E Staff

Well Providence, this looks like your
year.
Soon enough, Mufasa and his
Prideland will grace the stage with
sweeping windy
THEATER
grasses and talking
FEATURE
animals.
Fydor
Doystoevski is go
ing to get his modern-day say, Scrooge
will encounter his annual three ghosts,
and Shakespeare and Rogers and
Hammerstein will storm into the new
Smith Center for the Performing Arts. Its
quite a cast of characters, and its com
ing right here—to your doorstep.
The Providence Performing Arts
Center, known as PPAC, is a wonderful
place to start exploring. PPAC, located
directly in downtown Providence, is the
second largest indoor theater in the
Northeast. The big showcase this year
is going to be—you got it—The Lion
King. The Lion King, making an unusu
ally long stay at PPAC, will run from Oct.
20 to Dec. 4. Following The Lion King,
PPAC is hosting another crowd pleaser,
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Jo
seph, which will run from Feb. 7-12, is a
touching and often hilarious rendition of
the Old Testament story. Following Jo
seph is the modern classic The Phantom
ofthe Opera, which will run from March
1-18. Finally from April 4-9, look for
the entertaining Little Shop of Horrors.
This PPAC season is a combination of
complex and entertaining musical the
ater. Call ahead of time to see about stu
dent seating—tickets could get pricy, but
it is going to be worth it.
While PPAC has an exciting lineup
this time around, its only a small taste of
what is going to be available this year.
As usual, the Sandra Feinstein Gamm
Theater has an intriguing bill of plays as
well. Prepare for your Development of
Western Civilization class by attending
Marilyn Campbell and Curt Columbus’
rendition of Dostoyevsky’s Crime and
Punishment, running from Sept. 8 to Oct.
9. Quickly following that, Shakespeare’s
Twelfth Night runs from Nov. 17 to Dec.
18. Second semester, a unique combi
nation of scripts comes into The Gamm:
Lonesome West runs from Jan. 26 to Feb.
26, the highly revered Top Girls from
March 23 to April 23, and La Bete fi
nally runs from May 18 to June 18. The
Gamm has a knack for relating these
scripts frighteningly well to current
events and political statements.
Another local favorite is Trinity Rep
ertory Theater. The most recent produc
tion, the sinister Mystery of Edwin
Drood, is Rupert Holmes’ takeoff of
Charles Dicken’s “lost,” “unfinished”
novel. This is a musical—and the audi
ence decides “whodunit.” Look for this
production through Oct. 9. At the end
of the month, Tennessee Williams’ Sud
denly Last Summer (Sept. 30-Nov. 6)
sails into Trinity. From Nov. 11 to Dec.
24 Trinity stages their locally beloved
rendition of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol',
quickly following from Dec. 2 to Jan. 8
the theater stages William Yellow Robe’s
Grandchildren of the Buffalo Soldiers.
Second semester, take a few hours out
of your night and attend Shakespeare’s
Hamlet from Jan. 26 to Feb. 26.
Trinity Rep is one of the most easily
accessible, college-friendly theaters for
those who are interested. The shows at
Trinity Rep often attract a wide variety

Oh baby, I can feel the love tonight: Nala and Simba cuddle up during the
Broadway version of The Lion King.
of audiences, and promote a variety of by the Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
opinions. Though tickets are tradition Maine classic Carousel. And last—but
ally expensive, there are many options certainly not least—watch for student
for students. Look for “Pay What You projects in theater, dance, and film
Can Nights” at the beginning of each run, throughout the entire year. Exploring
“Under Thirty Nights,” “College these student productions can be one of
the most exciting parts of being on a col
Nights,” and rush tickets.
In addition to going downtown, the lege campus.
Quite simply, it looks like this per
theater right here on campus is top notch.
The brand new Smith Center for the Arts forming arts season might be the best in
affords our student body many new op a while both on and off campus. Some
portunities. The Tempest storms into times it seems difficult to plan or pay for
Blackfriars from Nov. 4-7 and Nov. 11- a night downtown—but seriously, it
13 (between Hamlet, Twelfth Night, and doesn’t get much better than this.
Our lovely city of Providence is be
The Tempest, you’ll have more than
enough opportunity to brush up on your coming one of the Northeast’s most pro
Shakespeare). In addition, the Dance lific and recognized centers for theater,
Company’s fall show will highlight the spoken word, and creative performances
work of professional choreographers; it and the downtown are is just minutes
will run Dec. 2-3. Keep your eyes open from campus. The prices are more than
second semester for My Sister in This generous for college students; the picks
House by Wendy Kesselman, followed are top notch. Go for it.

""Take a sad song and
make it better..."
If you know what song
these lyrics come from,
you’re cool and we want
you to join A&E. Come on
down to Slavin G05 and
pick up an application.
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Music noteworthy
Mike Holland ’06 and Joe McCormick ’07 discuss
notable albums from the summer of ’05

VIRGIN

Gorillaz
Demon Days
Virgin

Kanye West
Late Registration
Roc-A-Fella

Take Damon Albarn, frontman of the
English band Blur (90s Britpop at its fin
est, best known in America for the hit
“Song 2”), give him free reign to experi
ment musically with genres and instru
ments that aren’t exactly Britpop, and
add special guests Danger Mouse, MF
Doom, and spoken-word stylist Dennis
Hopper (yes, the Dennis Hopper), and
you get an album that moves and has a
life of its own. It has its instances of great
songwriting, but is still obviously a selfindulgent side project, uneven and bi
zarre.
GRADE: C+

In Kanye’s sophomore solo studio re
lease he continued to capture the ear’s
of the masses. With production help
from Jon Brion, Kanye was able to re
sist his overused formula from College
Dropout, and even improve in his over
all sound. With an all-star cast of fea
tured performances including Cam’ron,
Brandy, Paul Wall, The Game and even
Adam Levine from Maroon 5, it’s no
wonder Late Registration has had such
immediate success. Unfortunately, by
pairing up with other hip-hop giants like
Jay-Z, Nas and Common, Kanye’s sub
par lyrical skills become quite evident.
Nonetheless, by bridging that almost as
tronomical gap between mainstream rap
end socially conscious hip-hop, Late
Registration is certainly worth picking
up.
GRADE: Bn-

Belle and Sebastian
Push Barman to Open Old Wounds
Matador

MATADOR

Indie rock from the UK, Belle and
Sebastian write songs that are, accord
ing to Kelly Jones ’07, “a collection of
relatable character studies that come to
life with the subtle hypnosis of quiet lyr
ics and catchy drum beats; perfect for a
long car ride.” This album is a collec
tion of singles and tracks from various
EP’s, and is a great way to be introduced
to a great band that tends to fly under the
radar.
GRADE: AVarious Artists
The Wedding Crashers — Original
Soundtrack
New Line Records

NEW LINE

An uncomfortable mix of generic Emo
bands, the Indie-rock of Death Cab, the
Flaming Lips, Bloc Party and Rilo Kiley,
the somewhat edgy Pop-rock of Jimmy
Eat World and Guster, and, well, tradi
tional wedding songs, this soundtrack
mixes a bunch of high energy, radio
friendly songs with “Shout” and “Hava
Nagilah” just coherently enough to jus
tify charging $10.99 on Amazon.com.
Many of the songs themselves are great,
but I suggest buying the actual albums.
GRADE: C-

Billy Corgan
The Future Embrace
Warner Bros.

WB

The Smashing Pumpkins did not release
albums that were anything less than stel
lar. Although Corgan has often been ru
mored to have ruled with an iron first,
almost to the point where his bandmates
reportedly had as much contribution as
a hired back up band, his first official
solo album, The Future Embrace, does
not live up to high standards. Pick it up
if you are a die-hard fan: leave it alone
otherwise.
GRADE: C
The Foo Fighters
In Your Honor
Sony
Dave Grohl and company want the lis
tener to know that In Your Honor is an
artistic statement. That’s why they split
the album into a “hard” disc, and an
acoustic, “soft” disc. The Foo Fighters
have always been a great band and Grohl
is a great songwriter. This album, how
ever, is forced and segregated, without
overall coherence.
GRADE: C+

SONY

Tony Yayo
Thoughts ofa Predicate Felon
Interscope
I wonder what it’s like serving a sentence
in prison for weapon charges and then,
on becoming free, collecting millions of
dollars on tour with the rap giant 50 Cent.
Then again, after listening to Tony Yayo
tell his story on Thoughts of a Predicate
Felon, I really don’t care anymore. With
sloppy verses and surface-level beats,
Tony Yayo clearly showed he is the
weakest link of the G-Unit crew. By
compiling the usual street song, club
song, pimp song, weed song, song for
the ladies, and guest appearances from
50 Cent and Eminem, Yayo continued the
overly trite G-Unit formula for success.
Maybe Tony Yayo should stay behind
bars, instead of on stage spitting bars.
GRADE: D

INTER SCOPE

Common
Be
Geffen

With soulful and eclectic production
from Kanye West and the usual smoothly
mindful flow from Common, Be sn&s,
probably the best album of the summer
Besides singles, “The Corner” and
“Go!,” Common continued his path to
hip hop perfection with the melodic
track, “Real People” and the poetically
prevalent, “It’s Your World.” The only
down side is that Common left the lis
teners hanging with only 11 tracks. I
guess the best gifts come in small pack
ages.
GRADE: A-

GEFFEN

Little Brother
The Chitlin’Circuit
Fastlife

In their first EP release, Big Pooh, Phonte
and D.J. 9th Wonder have compiled a
masterful collection ofunreleased tracks,
B-sides and remixes that hold the sub
stance of a full-length album. With lyri
cal maturation from the two finest em
cees in North Carolina, coupled with 9th
Wonder’s best production yet, The
Chitlin ’Circuit serves as a mouth-water
ing template for their upcoming album
release The Minstrel Show, hitting stores
Sept. 13. The Chitlin’Circuit is an im
pressive release from the young trio that
just seems to get better and better.
GRADE: AFAS TLIFE
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What we watched
this summer
James McGehee ’08 and Owen Larkin ’07 report
Owen reviews...

Batman Begins
Warner Brothers
Batman Begins is the wildly entertain
ing tale of Bruce Wayne’s transforma
tion into the Dark Night. The film plays
like an extended preview, with simple
one-liners and sound bytes taking the
place of actual dialogue. Although Chris
tian Bale succeeds in showing the darker
side of the Batman character, his repre
sentation of billionaire Bruce Wayne is
overdone and unrealistic. This film is a
departure from the earlier Batman mov
ies, and due to drastic inconsistencies it
cannot be considered a prequel. I highly
recommend seeing this movie, though
die-hard Batman fans are bound to be
disappointed.
GRADE: B

The Aristocrats
ThinkFiim
More than 100 comedians took part in
the creation of The Aristocrats, the tell
ing and re-telling of one of the dirtiest
jokes ofall time. The cast includes more
famous faces than one can keep up with,
from actors such as Chris Rock and
Lewis Black, to older comedians like
George Carlin and Phyllis Diller. Bob
Saget’s telling of the joke would give
Danny Tanner a heart attack, making this
one of the worst date movies ever made.
The Aristocrats is not for those with clean
minds or weak stomachs, and is only to
be enjoyed by those with vulgar senses
of humor. Needless to say, I suggest see
ing it.
GRADE: A-

Broken Flowers
Focus Features
In his latest film, Broken Flowers, Bill
Murray plays the nearly unmovable Don
Johnston. This man is the epitome of a
couch potato until he receives an unset
tling letter stating that he may have had
a child 20 years earlier. Spurred by his
high energy neighbor (Jeffrey Wright),
Don sets out to unravel the mystery of
the possible offspring. If you appreciate
the subtle comedic nature of Murray’s
character in Lost in Translation, then you
will surely enjoy Broken Flowers.
GRADE: C+

Wedding Crashers
New Line Cinema
I am amazed at Owen Wilson and Vince
Vaughn’s ability to take a seriously sub
par script and turn it into worthwhile
comedy. Wedding Crashers is a series
of hilariously awkward moments haphaz
ardly strung together with an interesting,
though predictable plot. I laughed
throughout the duration of this movie,
though one cannot expect to take any
thing more away from the film. And, the
Will Ferrell cameo kicked ass.
GRADE: B-

The 40-Year-Old-Virgin
Universal Pictures

The 40-Year-Old-Virgin is anything but
a one-joke sex comedy. Steve Carell
plays Andy, an inexperienced though lov-

able character who is, as the title sug
gests, a virgin at the ripe age of 40. Al
though the previews suggest that this
character is similar to Carell’s role in
Anchorman, he is not nearly as
dimwitted, nor is the movie as a whole
nearly as exaggerated. Anyone with a
heartbeat will laugh at this movie, and
surely leave with a smile on their face.
GRADE: B+

James’s side of the story...
Batman Begins (I know Owen already
mentioned this one, but.. .)
Warner Bros.
The rule: If the superhero’s love interest
(usually the only female character in the
movie) fails to establish a connection
with the audience, the film fails. No, I’m
not referring to Katie Holmes’s charac
ter—I am referring to Katie Holmes’s
misused extra. Sorry sweets, being pretty
isn’t enough. To worsen the situation,
Batman Begins employs annoying mu
sic video editing, a lame twist, and a tre
mendous cast in poorly developed roles.

I remain perplexed at how critics and
audiences sing glorious praise to this
trash.
GRADE: C
War of the Worlds
Paramount/Dream Works

Steven Spielberg stages perfectly the
chaos of people running helter-skelter
away from belligerent alien machines in
War ofthe Worlds, a masterwork of cho
reography. Unfortunately, after the first
third, the story sags. Oh yeah, Morgan
Freeman narrates.
GRADE: B-

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Warner Bros.

Johnny Depp breathes a quirky charisma
into every character he inhabits. As the
chocolate guru Willy Wonka, Depp
flaunts about the strange world of a
chocolate factory in a top hat and a ma
roon suit, speaking in a high pitched
voice, a child who is somehow a candy
tycoon. I love Johnny Depp, but the

Oompa Loompa songs don’t work
GRADE: B-

The Island
DreamWorks
The Island was the biggest flop of the
summer. The box office receipts cur
rently total $35 million, way short of the
$ 125 million production budget. And that
is a shame, because The Island is a good
movie.
GRADE: B
March of the Penguins
Warner Independents
I had no desire to go to the movies in
August, stocked with hopeless fare such
as The Dukes ofHazzard—until I heard
about the “penguin movie.” Why was this
nature documentary such a killer hit?
Because, by summer’s end, people are
sick of action dramas, and just want a
simple story, beautifully told. That is
exactly what March of the Penguins is.
And oh yeah, Morgan Freeman narrates.
GRADE: B
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Waiting for June and Everything Else

by

Alison Espach ’07
Portfolio Staff

The trouble with June was that she
always stuck her tongue out at the gro
cer every time he told you how much the
bill was. You didn’t know why she did
it, and kept telling her to
SHORT stop, kept explaining to her
STORY that he was a nice man and
you can’t just go around
sticking out your tongue at nice people.
“Can I do it to mean people then?”
she asked, because if there was a hole in
your speech, she’d uncover it.
“No, you can’t do it to anyone,” you
said, looking for her hand so she wouldn’t
get away.
“But what if someone killed Mom?
Could I do it then?” she asked, bounc
ing along beside you.
“June, what a terrible thing to say,”
you scoffed at her, secretly admiring her
cleverness.
“But what if—what if someone killed
Whiskers? Could I stick my tongue out
at him, would it be okay then?”
“Then I guess, yes, if those were the
circumstances, I probably wouldn’t tell
you to stop,” you said, unsure as to why
you always let this conversation con
tinue.
“And what if—”
“June, enough.”
“What if someone burned down our
house? Would I be able to stick my
tongue out at them?”
“I don’t see how you would be able
to even stick your tongue out at the ar
sonist. It’s not like he would be waiting
around, watching the house bum, while
the police are on their way to arrest him.
That is completely illogical.”
“But what if I saw him at the court?
He’d go to court right, and then we would
have to too, so we’d go and I’d see him
and that’s when I’d stick my tongue out
at him.”
“Fine June, you can stick your tongue
out at the man who bums down our
house, but only if you stop asking these
questions.”
“Fine.”
“Promise?”
“Swear.”
But the trouble with June was that
she never kept a promise and you knew

“I’m teaching you how to knit,”
you explain. “See, you go around
the loop, and under the next one,
then pull and you will have your
self a knot!”
“That’s an ugly knot,” she cries.
“1 bet grandmas do it better.”
“Well I am all you have kiddo,”
you tell her, everyone else thinks
we’re crazy, you mean to say.
She knows this, so she doesn’t
complain, but the problem with
June is that when she’s not com
plaining you know something is
wrong. Because she always speaks
her mind, and if she’s holding
something back, there is something
she doesn’t want you to know.
“What’s wrong June?” You ask.
“Nothing,” she says and runs
away.
So you follow her because you
thought June was like the other
children who ran away only to be
chased. She kept running, and run
ning, into the woods where you
never go because there are ticks
KATIE RUTKOWSKI '07/The Cowl
and you sure as hell don’t want to
this from the time when you told her what get Lyme disease.
She needs you, you tell herself, and
you got Mom for her birthday. It was a
beautiful birdfeeder to sit right outside there are medications to fix Lyme dis
the window so she could watch the birds, ease, there are medications to fix all
if only June wouldn’t run and tell her. things, that’s what the doctors said at
So naturally she ran straight to Mom and least. So you keep going, into the woods,
told her what you purchased, and you and the trees become slimmer as you
heard her exclaim, “Oh! How wonder walk by, the leaves more dispersed, turn
ful!” from the other room. But what can ing redder and faster than you could ever
you do with a sister that you are 20 years imagine in real life.
The day turns into night before you
older than? You can’t very well yell at
her because you are supposed to be the realize you’ve lost her, before you real
mature one, but it pissed you off and you ize it’s been three days since you’ve been
just wanted to slap her because she was back to the house and the rice on the stove
always doing stuff like that.
must be hard as rock now.
See, the trouble with June is that she
But then she would go soft. She’d sit
on your lap and ask if you could teach never did grow up, and now that you are
her to knit, like you were her grandma 20 years older than her ghost, you just
or something. This makes you feel old can’t relate to her the way you did when
but needed too, so you say of course you you were seven.
will, even though you can hardly remem
She keeps promising to leave you
ber a stitch of what you were taught.
alone, but the next day she is back with
You doubt she would notice the dif some stupid question about grocers and
ference anyway. It’s important for her all things so mortal that you can’t help
to be taught, because she never knew return to her grave every night just to re
Grandma the way you got to, since the mind yourself that the only thing real
whole family grew up and moved on about it is the person you’ve become
without her.
without her.
“Janie, what are you doing?” she asks.

Goodness in an
Alaskan February
by

Craig Malesra ’08
Portfolio Staff

Rarely in this world do I see good
ness—I mean true, unadulterated, goodfor-the-sake-of-being-good goodness. I
have not seen goodness since those cold
days of Alaskan Februarys,
SHORT when I would sit crossSTORY legged, hands shivering in
my mittens, face shivering
under my woolen beanie. Those days, I
would lick my lips and it would sting
from all the cracks in them from the wind.
And there she would be, hovering over a
decrepit wood-fed heater. Grandma.
Cold—colder than the rest of us, no
doubt—but always resolute, she would
steadily push the split logs we would use
as fuel, and sometimes tinder, into the
hot metal coffin.
Heat would billow out from the top
of that squat, coal-black thing, and it
would make everything wavy if you
looked through it. It could make you feel

like you were dreaming. Sometimes,
when it was too cold to talk, I would sit,
stare through the heat, and pretend to
dream. I would have dreams of great
ness; of walking down the red carpet, a
beautiful, statuesque blonde stranger in
heels on my arm. I would wear a look of
complete confidence as I stepped deftly
past the admiring throng that had come
from their quiet homes to yell for me.
And still, there she would be, when
ever I would come back. Back to Alaska,
back to the cabin our father left for us
before leaving entirely.
But she would be there for us. Rub
bing her bare hands together—we only
had so many pairs of mittens in those
days—she would turn, sometimes, to
look at us and smile. 1 didn’t quite un
derstand why she did it, but I would al
ways smile back. Her face was withered
beautifully, her pale skin like a roadmap,
showing us where and how to go on any
journey life would take us.
How she braved such cold winters, I

will never know. But why she did it is
simple. I find it difficult when it snows
to get off my warm leather couch and
slink myself over to the wall to get my
car keys when my wife yells that we need
more milk. But when I see my son amble
over to me with a bowl of dry Fruit
Loops, spoon hanging out of his little
hand as despondently as his eyelids hang
when he looks
at the floor, I
go to the wall.
Because for
him, this is
Alaska. And I
am Grandma,
standing by the
stove.
As I grab
my keys, I look
back at my son
with a smile.
And I wonder
what he sees in
my face.

Making PC an emotionally
stable place, one letter at a
time...
WHAT GIRLS REALLY DO
IN THE BATHROOM LINE
Dear Tiffany & Earl,
As I was enjoying a fine lager at
Louie’s bar this weekend, my girlfriend
of seven months left to use the bathroom.
After a half hour 1 got worried, and went
to find the girl who I thought was the love
of my life. And then I spotted her—with
her tongue attached to a guy who just
happens to live next to her. 1 think I want
to continue seeing her, but at the same
time that image is burned into my mind
and I’m afraid that she might end up
hooking up with this kid again. Please
help me!
Depressed in Davis

Dear Depressed,
Alcohol can do many things to stu
dents, none too positive. If you want to
salvage any sort of relationship, first,
realize that people make mistakes all the
time. Decide if you are willing to for
give her. Once you decide this TALK to
her. Find out why she did this—was she
acting out because of the way you treated
her? Or does she just like a little action
on the side? Uncovering her motive is a
positive way to improve your relation
ship. And just remember, talking is bet
ter than yelling, and hugging is better
than throwing things.

Tiffany

Dear Depressed,
WHAT ARE YOU THINKING? This
girl, and yes she is a girl, for no mature
woman would act this way, does not de
serve a second chance. However, in my
opinion, you probably deserved to get
cheated on. The reason—if you are the
sappy emotional type who would even
think about going back out with her, then
you obviously are just a boy. Women are
looking for men, men that will take con
trol and are dangerous. If women could,
they would date a fire. So now, you have
three things to add to your to do list: 1.
Learn how to harness fire 2. Move on
and date more and 3. Get revenge on the
guy. Best course of action for that? Make
out with him—and then tell everyone that
he made out with you. No girl will hook
up with him again and you come out
ahead.
earl

Got a huge crush on your Civ
classmate? Worried about JRW
already? Roommate woes? Then
you need an honest man’s and a
girly girl’s opinon. Write to
Tiffany & Earl!
Send your e-mails to :
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com
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Keyless Prayers and the Ladder Day Saints
I could always just walk over there and
figure it out later. Except for the fact that
our driveway was a single, narrow, paved
Everybody does it at one time or an way that confined each car behind the
other. It is annoying, inconvenient, and other, often times blocking a roommate
downright embarrassing to lock yourself or downstairs neighbor’s car. And, of
out of your house or car. When spare course my car blocked in my downstairs
keys are nowhere in sight, neighbor’s truck. She had to leave to run
and the closest solution is errands at some point, but there was no
ESSAY
miles away, one may even way for me to unblock the driveway.
enter a panicked state of Calling the downstairs neighbor for her
nausea. This situation is near and dear opinion, we met on the front porch to
to my heart because I constantly lock my discuss our options.
My two roommates had keys to the
self out of my car and my home. On mul
tiple occasions I have locked my keys in apartment so our first logical idea was to
my car. Fortunately, I keep a spare set find one of them and grab the keys. In
nearby for such occasions, and usually theory this should work out very easily;
the problem is solved quickly and eas however, one roommate got a ride to
ily.
work each morning, so she had no way
When I moved into my off-campus of getting the key to me. It was not like I
apartment at the beginning of the sum could have gone to meet her and grab
mer, I neglected to think about my “lock- the key either, because the cars in our
ing-out” habit and the ways to combat it driveway Were eitherlocked or blocked.
in the new environment. It didn’t occur
I thought about calling my other
to me to maybe exchange keys with the roommate but then remembered that it
downstairs neighbors until I had actually was her first day at a new job. There was
locked myself out of my apartment.
no way I was calling her out of her first,
It was a typical weekday, and I had probably stressful, day at work to come
to be at my on-campus job by 11:00 a.m. and bail me out. I was up a creek without
Normally, I wouldn’t drive my car to a paddle—and it appeared that my boat
work, but on this particular day I was had sprung a leak.
going right from my on campus job to
The upstairs porch windows were
my other job in Warwick. I packed up open. If there was a way of getting up
what I needed for the day and headed there, I could very easily climb through
out to the car. Somewhere between slam a window. There was a stepladder in the
ming my front door shut and resting my basement, so I grabbed it and set it up in
belongings on the trunk of my car, I re front of the porch. It might as well have
alized I had left my keys in the house. been a step stool, because there was no
Returning to the front door, I remem way that this ladder was getting me any
bered that our front door locks automati where near the second floor porch.
cally once it is closed. My car keys and Thoughts raced through my head. The
house keys were on the same metallic downstairs neighbor called her roommate
pink carabiner that at this particular mo to see if she had any ideas. She mentioned
ment was chilling out on my kitchen something along the lines of tying sheets
table. Panic (and several choice phrases) together and making a rope ladder. While
set in, when I realized that there was no I laughed at her suggestion, I did con
way into my house.
sider it seriously in the back of my head
Being late to work was not necessary. as a viable option.
by

Katie Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

TRACY DONAIDO ’06/The Cowl

Another thought was the fire depart
ment—they have big ladders. That vision
was quickly replaced by the vision of our
landlord being called because the fire
department was showing up at his prop
erty. This was not the way to go. At this
point I was somewhere between the verge
of tears and insane laughter. Just then, at
a moment of desperation and panic, I
glanced across the street. Like a beacon
of hope, I saw it shining through the dirt
and mold surrounding it. It was a 20-foot
ladder in our neighbor’s opened garage
across the street. Salvation! I ran over to
their door and knocked. No answer. (In
sert moral dilemma here).
Upon consultation with aforemen
tioned downstairs neighbor, we deemed
that borrowing the ladder across the
street without their permission strongly
outweighed the alternative of being stuck
at our house until 5:30 p.m. (When some
one would come home and unlock the
door.) I ventured into their mold-infested
garage (that was open by the way—it’s
not like I opened it) and grabbed the 20foot ladder and carried it across the street.
I prayed that none of my neighbors were
looking out their windows, while simul

taneously calling their local neighbor
hood watch chapter.
Now came the time to actually climb
up to the second story porch. I climbed
onto the first rung, adrenaline pumping,
legs shaking, and ladder wobbling. I care
fully scooted up that ladder and as if it
were the natural way, gracefully entered
my apartment from the-porch window.
The keys were chilling out on the
kitchen table, just as I had thought, and
on some level were taunting me. The
power that these small pieces of metal
have is almost unnerving.
We returned the ladder—quickly and
hopefully under the radar, and 1 left for
work. (I was only a half hour late, be
lieve it or not!)
Looking back, I learned a few valu
able lessons that day. One, we needed to
exchange spare keys with the girls down
stairs. Two, we are the creators of our
own “beacons of hope” (solutions) some
times through careful thought and plan
ning, other times through sheer ingenu
ity. The option of key or ladder seems to
be an obvious choice, but it’s nice to
know that a girl has her options.

Poetry Corner
Oleander
Meaning
Laferriere ’06
Portfolio Staff

by Ashley

The deer are everywhere this summer.
Like ghosts we catch glimpses.
A fleeting flip of the tail or tawny blur.
They move leaving no trace,
Making no sound.
Wandering through the world
With a knowledge of winter
We will never know.
And still, they say—
Listen
In opaque tones,
With the green whisper of leaves,
The treble tumble of the finch.
Their thin legs, their round eyes,
Their patience,
Telling me—This world will still have meaning
When summer is gone.

by

Sarah Arnini ’07
Portfolio Staff

Your love is like the oleander
That you gave to me the first time we met.
It is no rose, but beautiful nonetheless.
Your love leaves me feeling dizzy, and I watch the spinning world
Through the eyes of Monet, a vision of Sunrise and Water Lilies,
A panorama of captivating color, unlike any other.
All that surrounds me shows off a crown of light,
And it seems as if you have earned one too.
But soon I will discover that unlike the monarch butterfly,
The ravishing red flower gives no warning
To its credulous victims who consume its caustic poison,
And you, my love, do the same to me—
Enticing me to taste the honey of your kiss,
Afterwards, I am filled with dysphoria,
mixed up and melancholic—
It lingers, then,
Like sluggish toxin through my blood,
And approaches my heart with heavy force.
In an instant
The illusion is dead.

http://wildflowers.jdcc.edu

why i won’t
slow down
by

"Poetry is nearer to vital
truth than history"- Plato

Caitlin Murphy ’06
Portfolio Staff

my car is delicate and volatile
a pre-destined cinder.
the way i throw it down the sidestreets
(night-time giving me the immortality of a 15 year old)
it is only a matter of time until it ricochets and explodes,
i can see the future:
the snub nose of a darting car and a subsequent melted face,
i loathe Calvin,
but he lends himself nicely to the ideologies of
early twenty-somethingstoo purposeless yet to care to
dodge fate in a Dodge Caravan.
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America the Beautiful — Slovenian Style
by

Kristina Reardon ’08
Portfolio Staff

“Hello Kristina! I understand you
will be Andreja’s host and tour guide
of our country!”
And so it all began, with an e-mail
from my mother’s cousin
Igor.
ESSAY
“Kristina! What do you
think about this: I am think
ing about coming to you this summer!
Well, my plans are still in the air but I
thought I would come in July and stay
between 14 and 30 days, I am not sure
yet..
This was all in February. In all fair
ness, though, it really all began back al
most three years ago, or maybe even 30
years ago, if you want to count when my
mother and grandmother moved to the
U.S. from Slovenia.
Fast forward to 2002, when my
mother received a letter in the mail from
her cousin’s daughter, Andreja. She
passed it on to me, saying I should write
back since we were closer in age.
What ensued was close to three years
of e-mails, Christmas and birthday pre
sents sent via airmail, and an occasional
phone call.
In February, she wrote that casual email, telling me about her job, her plans
for the weekend and, oh yeah, her minor
14 to 30 day summer vacation to the most
wonderful of places, my hometown,
Uxbridge, Mass., population 11,000.
After informing the rest of the family
she would be coming, I e-mailed Andreja
back to let her know we would all be an
ticipating her arrival.
That turned out to be the understate
ment of the year
Andreja bought her plane ticket, and
informed us she would be landing at John
F. Kennedy Airport in New York in July.
My mother called her cousin, Igor, to ask
him if he would be able to pick her up,
since he lives much closer to New York
than we do.
Enter Cousin Igor.
There are a few things you should
know about Cousin Igor. He was bom
here in the U.S., and I truly believe that
to be one of the greatest disappointments

ILLUSTRATION BY CAITLIN READ ’06/The Cowl

of his life. He is more Slovenian than a
since my younger days, I did the
Slovenian. He play the accordion, lis same tor the Slovenian family visitors, I
tens to polka music, attends Slovenian would like to make a few suggestions that
family picnics in a variety of states, and worked for us: Levi jeans cost $90 in
corresponds with the Slovenian Consu Slovenia, so a stop at Nashua Malls and
late in New York more often than the or Bob’s would be fun for you girls.”
American ambassador to Slovenia. But
This coming from the man who a few
beyond all that, Cousin Igor values fam years back brought Spice Girls cassette
ily. If you are of blood relation to this tapes to my teenage cousins Alen and
man, you can be sure he will truck his Dario, who live in Croatia and are hard
wife and children, his parents, and his core rock fans.
sister into the minivan and be there at
“A family picnic perhaps. . . would
your First Communion, Confirmation, be a good way for her to see everyone at
graduation, or birthday, camera in hand. once...”
“Igor,” I wrote in an e-mail. “Would
My mother told me to e-mail Andreja,
you be able to pick up Andreja at the and ask her about a “family picnic”—
airport?”
which, by the way, I called a cook-out,
One simple question. Really. I don’t because that is what Igor really meant
think I had time to write much more—it when he said “family picnic.” He meant,
was right before spring break and I had something like his wedding picnic, where
a mountain of papers to write.
we all got together to eat 17 different
“I will pick her up as requested,” he types of meat cooked on several grills.
typed back the next day. “How many
“When you have mentioned we will
days will she be in Connecticut?”
probably have a barbeque by your pool
He then began to relate his plans to and a
me—Day 1 of her visit: the Bronx Zoo. lot of relatives will come over to see me
Day 2: South Street Seaport, Ground I have remembered what I saw in a
Zero, Empire State Building. Other days, movie once,” Andreja wrote back. “An
he said, would include Times Square, Italian girl came to a foreign country to
shows, bars...
visit her relatives and they had a get-toBut his plans for Andreja didn’t end know barbeque and all of the relatives,
there. He had some advice for me.
like 30 of them, gathered around that girl

and watched her like she came from
Mars. I think it was a comedy...”
This was beginning to get comical al
ready.
“Please send me a copy of the tour
schedule once you have developed it so
I can plan NYC,” Cousin Igor wrote.
“Are the Indian Casinos on your plan?”
Tour schedule? Indian casinos? I’m
19 years old! I don’t make tour sched
ules, and I couldn’t gamble at Foxwoods,
even if I wanted to.
Later, Igor urged me to show Andreja
some of our great country’s pastimes,
such as bar hopping and seeing the sights
of my hometown. I figure showing
Andreja the sights of Uxbridge would
take me a good week or so, just to make
sure we’ve identified every tree and blade
of grass. It’s a bustling metropolis, you
know.
Andreja arrived in New York on a
Monday. I was told Igor had taken her
into New York City to see the Empire
State Building and a Slovenian church
after her 12-hour flight. On the ride home,
they found the George Washington
Bridge to be closed due to construction,
and engaged in another classic American
pastime: sitting in traffic.
Over 24 hours after Andreja left
Slovenia, they arrived home in Connecti
cut—past midnight, Eastern Time. She
was woken up the next day at 5:00 a.m.,
so that she and Igor could catch the train
back to New York for a scheduled day of
sight-seeing.
Andreja did eventually make it to
Uxbridge a day or two later, but 1 never
really did devise my own “tour sched
ule. ..”
Stay tuned for the next installment in
the ongoing Slovenian odyssey—she may
have left Uxbridge in August, but the
story doesn’t end there.

Want to find out what
happens to Andreja,
Igor and Kristina?
Look for Part 2
coming next week!

Golden era still shining and
swimming
by

Christine Bagley ’06
Managing Editor

They send the same list home every
summer. In fact, 1 think the list was
printed on the same colored paper the
last three years I’ve attended PC. No
couches. Understandable
due to space constraints.
SHORT
No lava lamps. Under
STORY
standable due to fire codes.
No glass tanks larger than 10 gallons.
Gee, I was planning to bundle up my pet
elephant and set up a jungle in Mai
Brown, dam.
So, given the tank measurements we
are allowed, about the only pet we are
allowed to keep is some type of small fish.
Thus starts my whale of a tale...
October 2002: The Board of Pro
gramed (BOP) sponsored “Decorate a
Fish Bowl. . .oh and get a bowl of Ben
and Jerry’s Phish Food Ice Cream Night.”
If my roommates and I were any normal
college students, we would have just gone
as an excuse to eat some free food, but
we figured we might as well decorate fish
bowls and pick up a goldfish while we
made the trip over to lower Slavin.
Twenty minutes later, each of us hold
ing a colorfully-decorated glass bowl
filled with blue pebbles, and a new pet to

call our own, we headed back to our of the holiday weekend.
humble abode. Having a few good
Well, Katie and I returned to a happy,
laughs over each other’s fish, we named but hungry, Frank and Captain. However,
our new friends. Tracy, my roommate Tracy’s fish didn’t share in a similar state
named hers Gilgamesh (and she claims of animation. In fact, Gilgamesh was not
she hated Civ.. .right).
in any living state. A
Katie dubbed hers
foul scent upon enter
Franklin (still not sure
ing the room gave us
why). And I called
full indication that
mine Captain Hook
Gilgemesh’s excur
(see favorite movies
sion down the toilet
under Facebook pro
hole was far overdue.
file). For a few weeks,
Sure enough, there he
our new pets served
was: belly-up at the
as yet another distrac
top of the bowl.
November 2002:
tion from studying
once we had read
Thanksgiving holiday
rolled around and
everyone’s away mes
sages and checked our
Franklin and Captain
e-mail four times.
Hook still filled our
TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl
Post-Columbus
little hearts with hap
Weekend 2002: We
piness and enjoyment.
returned to our room after the long week However, we decided that they needed
end—after leaving our beloved new to be transported to either my house or
friends alone for the first time. Katie Katie’s, both places which required a
and I had left a few pieces of crumbled decent car ride or train ride. Although
crackers at the top of the fish bowls be Tracy only lived 30 minutes away, we
fore departing. Tracy, on the other hand, thought it best to risk the Connecticut
had dropped an entire oyster cracker into stretch of 1-95 and bring both fish home
Gilgamesh’s bowl Friday afternoon, and to my house than to let her take custody.
“accidentally’ forgot to move him out
I sat in the passenger side of my
from the direct sunlight for the duration mom’s car holding the large plastic bag

half-filled with water, containing the two
guppies all the way home. Franklin, be
ing the larger fish, survived the turbulent
1-95; the mighty Captain was not as for
tunate.
Fast Forward to the Present in
2005: My mother and father have man

aged to keep Franklin alive for three
years—that’s eternity in goldfish years.
Whether it is their regimented schedule
of feeding him at 6:00 a.m. and at 5:00
p.m. daily, or the bi-weekly changing of
the water, one can only guess. Katie still
comes to visit and can’t believe her fresh
men companion still swims merrily on
our kitchen counter.
Fall 2005, Lower Slavin: Another
BOP sponsored “Decorate a Fish Bowl
Night” is upon us. I know dozens of petlonely college students will take time off
from reading away messages, confirm
ing ‘friends’ on Facebook, and upload
ing pictures from another night at their
favorite hole-in-the-wall bar to decorate
a home for their new carp confidant.
Being the mature and wise senior that
I am, I can offer this piece of advice: Just
steer clear of feeding it large chunks of
crackers and leaving in the sunlight. Oh,
and please spare the lil’ guy and give it a
cool name . . .

Roving Photographers
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Ifyou were in charge of
Raymond Cafeteria, what
would you do?

“Cook the meat.”
Melissa Goosmann ’08

“Close it down.”
Bridget Cavanaugh ’08

‘Have butter packets and grilled chicken everyday.”

Johanna Wenger ’08, Christina Walton ’08, Caitlin Towey ’08, Diana Gingles ’08, and Kristin Comeau ’08

“Bring back old Ray.”
Sarah Fullam’06

“Get rid of ketchup packets. Ketchup pumps instead.”
Mike DeJianne‘09

Emeril
“Lot’s of garlic ... BAAM!”
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Promising start for new Women’s Soccer Coach
By Rich Slate ’06
Sports Staff

Think you had a hectic summer?
Those endless days spent poolside or at
the beach were probably nothing com
pared to what new Providence College
Women’s Soccer coach
WOMEN’S
Jim McGirr had to go
SOCCER through this summer.
McGirr not only had to
pack up and move from suburban Phila
delphia (where he was an assistant with
the Villanova University’s women’s soc
cer team for the past two seasons) and
move to Rhode Island after accepting
PC’s head coaching position, but he also
somehow found time to get married.
If all the bustle of the summer af
fected McGirr, you couldn’t tell it from
his initial set of results with the Friars.
He has led the PC women to a 3-2 start
in their first five games of the season and
there’s a real sense of enthusiasm and ex
citement around his squad.
“His whole approach is different
(from the previous coach),” said senior
forward and captain Katherine Mahoney.
“We’re helping one another out, work
ing for each other. He’s showed us the
value of hard work and respect. He’s al
ready made a huge impact; I know I’m
learning a lot everyday in practice.”
When McGirr surveys his squad, he
sees a hungry young team looking to
prove itself.
“We have 15 freshmen and sopho
mores on the team and nine of them are
starting. The transition for our program
right now is quicker since these girls will
play with each other for years to come.”
No doubt the players are looking to
perform for their new coach while
McGirr is similarly ecstatic about his first
head coaching job at the college level.
A self-described “perfectionist,”
McGirr sees a Friars team that is “full of
potential. We want to instill a team per
spective and use systems that are based
on our personnel rather than my coach
ing philosophies. We want to show them
how to play the game in the proper fash
ion.”
Mahoney feels that her coach’s les
sons are already paying immediate divi
dends for herself and her teammates. “It’s
early on but everyday we’re improving.
We just have to keep winning and build
ing our confidence.”
The Friars got McGirr’s debut, 2-0
over the University of Maine at Glay
Field. Freshman fullback Kelly
Determan led the PC attack with a goal
and an assist. Another freshman, forward
Kelly Petterson, tallied the first goal of
her PC career to put the Friars up 1-0 in
the first half. Determan and sophomore
forward Danielle Wieneke had assists on
the goal.
A little more than five minutes later,
Determan scored off a comer kick played
in by freshman fullback Christie Gent.
Sophomore goalie Ashley Fedyshyn
picked up the shutout in goal for the Fri
ars.

ADAM ROACH ’06/The Cowl

Senior striker Kathryn Mahoney scored in back-to-back games for the
Friars, notching the opening goal in the wins over Quinnipiac and Holy
Cross. Mahoney and sophomore strike partner Danielle Wieneke have
spearheaded an offense that has scored five times in their past two matches.

The Friars next traveled to Colorado,
where they had games against Air Force
and Colorado College. It was a tough
road trip for the Friars, as they came up
short in both games. A 1-0 loss to Air
Force and a 2-0 loss to Colorado Col
lege was all PC had to show for two tight
battles in the thin Colorado air.
The Air Force game was tied 0-0 at
halftime. PC appeared to have scored the
game’s first goal in the first half when
senior forward Mahoney finished off a
nice pass from junior midfielder Erin
Mastrodonato. However, the goal was
disallowed due to an off-sides call, which
would prove critical as the game pro
gressed.
In the second half, as PC clawed its
way back looking for an equalizer,
Wieneke came painfully close as she put
a free kick off the crossbar and over the
Air Force goal. A late Air Force goal
gave the Falcons the narrow home vic
tory.
The Colorado College match seemed
to follow the same script for the first half,
as the halftime score was once again 00. Colorado Collage opened the scoring
just four minutesinto the second half to
grab a one goal lead, before PC had a
golden opportunity to equalize—in the
form of a Leah Vieira blast—tipped over
the bar. Colorado College added an in
surance goal and came away with a 2-0
home win.
The Friars returned to the friendly
confines of Glay Field and were able to
bounce back from the defeats, reeling off
consecutive victories over Holy Cross

Heed a Monday Hight Hangout?!
What’s better than

Monday Night Football
in McPhail’s?

Free 22oz Glass Giveaway!
9/19 Washington vs. Dallas
Food Specials! Full bar w/ID

@ 8pm
Come down every Monday!

and Quinnipiac this past weekend to raise
their record back above the .500 mark.
Sophomore midfielder Amanda
Klane was the offensive star for the Fri
ars in the Holy Cross game as she scored
a goal and added an assist. PC has now
defeated Holy Cross six times in a row,
dating back to Oct. 24, 2000.
Mahoney began the PC scoring with
a nifty touch of her right foot after a
Mastrodonato header in the 28th minute.
Holy Cross pulled one back in the, 35th
minute but PC came right back at them’
with another goal just three minutes later,
an unassisted electrifying blast by Klane.
After intercepting a Holy Cross pass, the
sophomore midfielder took a few steps
in the box, set, fired and found upper
netting.
PC kept the pressure on in the sec
ond half. Klane turned provider, setting
up fellow sophomore midfielder Ashley
Amaral, who slotted home in the 54th
minute to provide PC with some insur
ance.

Fedyshyn was an instrumental part of
the win as she had six saves, five of them
coming in the second half as Holy Cross
turned up their offensive pressure in a
vain attempt to get back into the match.
The Friars defense held strong, however,
and was able to preserve the lead and
hold on for the 2-1 win.
In the Quinnipiac match, the storyline
was similar: another game, another of
fensive standout for the Friars. In their
2- 1 triumph over Quinnipiac, freshman
fullback Megan Mancarella assisted on
both goals that the Friars tallied in the
first half, and the Friars ran out 2-1 win
ners. It was PC’s fifth consecutive vic
tory over Quinnipiac, this streak dating
back to Sept. 7, 2001.
Mahoney started things off 10 min
utes in as she headed in Mancarella’s
cross to give PC an early 1 -0 advantage.
Less than seven minutes later, Determan
scored off a loose ball in the Quinnipiac
box.
Quinnipiac scored in the 37th minute
to make things interesting, but the Bob
cats wouldn’t find the equalizer against
a determined PC defense. The teams
went back and forth in the second half
without either putting in another goal.
The win improved the Friars’ record to
3- 2.
It’s a new era in PC women’s soccer;
that is clearly apparent by watching a
game. The Friars are communicating well
defensively and passing efficiently, giving each player touches on the ball rather
than trying to take people on all over the
field, a tactic that is nearly impossible to
sustain successfully for any extended pe
riod of time. Their spacing on the field
is good and they are finishing off many
of the scoring chances that come their
way. Not surprisingly, optimism is
abounding for the program.
“We’re playing much better as a team
(than last year),” Mahoney assessed. “We
have a whole new attitude. We’re all
looking forward to the rest of the sea
son.”
The Friars’ next game is at the Uni
versity of New Hampshire on Friday.
Providence begins the Big East confer
ence portion of its schedule starting with
the University of Connecticut, which
comes to town on Sunday. Although fall
may be settling in, days get shorter but
the sun is showing no sign of setting on
the PC women’s soccer team anytime
soon.

Men and Women Needed for
Alcohol Drinking Research Study
The Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies at Brown
University is examining the effects of a medication on
responses to drinking and alcohol related cues. Study
participation will involve several outpatient visits
over approximately a 6-week period.

Earn up to $500 for completing the study
You must be 21-65 years old, a regular drinker, and not
seeking treatment for alcohol problems.

Call Amy or JP at (401) 444-1807

CLASSIFIEDS
Apartment for Rent!
Pembroke Ave near PC
2nd and 3rd floors
3 Large Bedrooms, new kitchen
appliances, stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher, new gas baseboard
heat, and gas hot water, new
bathrooms. Secure area with
lighted parking.
$1,200.00 per month
Poll 774 77A7

Spring Break 2006.

Travel with STS, America’s #1
Student Tour Operator to Ja
maica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas and Florida. Now
hiring on-campus reps. Call for
group discounts. Information/
Reservations
1-800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Fiona Crombie

Chris Konopka

Cross Country
Senior — Christchurch, New Zealand
Crombie took the individual title this past
week in the Fordham Invitational Meet in a
time of 17:48. She helped to lead the Friars to
a second-place finish.

Men’s Soccer
Junior — Tom’s River, N.J.
Konopka helped lead the Friars to a 1-0-1
week. He was credited with the 2-0 shutout
over Sacred Heart, registering three saves. He
also made four saves for Providence in its 1-1
tie against Yale.

Scores

Schedules

Tuesday 9/6

Volleyball vs. Siena

L, 3-0

Wednesday 9/7

Field Hockey vs. Holy Cross

W, 4-3

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 9/14

7:00 p.m.

Volleyball at Holy Cross

Thursday 9/8

Men’s Soccer vs. Sacred Heart
Friday 9/9

Tuesday 9/13

Women’s Tennis at Holy Cross

W,2-0

Friday 9/16

W,3-l
L, 3-0

Volleyball - Friar Invitational
Volleyball vs. High Point
Field Hockey vs. Rhode Island
Volleyball vs. Gardner-Webb
Women’s Soccer at New Hampshire
Men’s Soccer at Louisville

-

Women’s Soccer vs. Holy Cross
Volleyball vs. Princeton (at Hamilton, NY)
Saturday 9/10

Women’s Tennis at Fairfield
Women’s Cross Country at Fordham Invit.
Men’s Cross Country at Fordham Invit.
Field Hockey vs. Ball State (at Iowa City, IA)
Volleyball vs. Fordham (at Hamilton, NY)
Volleyball vs. Colgate

Indiv. Res.
2nd of 19
2nd of 17
L, 2-1
L,3-0
L, 3-0

Sunday 9/11

Women’s Soccer vs. Quinnipiac
Field Hockey at Iowa
Men’s Soccer at Yale

W,2-l
L, 5-0
T, 1-1 (OT)

12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday 9/17

10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

Volleyball -Friar Invitational
Volleyball vs. Sacred Heart
Volleyball vs. Hartford
Women’s Tennis at Rhode Island
Tuesday 5/3

12:00 p.m.

Softball at St. John’s (doubleheader)

Standings
Preseason FinishLvnx Women’s Cross Country Poll

Team
Colorado (5)
Duke (6)
Notre Dame
Stanford (1)
Michigan
Brigham Young

Pts.
379
374
356
344
325
321

7

Providence

319

8
9
10

Arizona State
North Carolina State
Villanova

292
283
261

Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6

2005 Fairfield University Women’s Doubles Festival

Pool A Final Standings
Team
w
Stony Brook
3
Providence
2
Sacred Heart
1
Holy Cross
0

L
0
1
2
3

Seminfmals: Stony Brook def. Holy Cross 8-3
Semifinals: Providence def. UConn 9-7
Finals: Stony Brook def. Providence 8-4
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Shorts

All the news we couldn't fit...but did.
Official opening of new arti
ficial turf facility
The Providence College De
partment of Athletics hosted a
brief ceremony before the
Women’s Field Hockey game
versus Holy Cross on Wednes
day, Sept. 7. The $6 million fa
cility, completed over the sum
mer, had already played host to
three PC home field hockey
games, but the official opening
ceremony had been delayed un
til the beginning of the academic
year.
The new facility will be used
by both the field hockey and la
crosse programs; last year’s
field hockey team, minus a
home field throughout the sea
son, had been forced to play
“home” games at Brown Uni
versity and Trinity College,
among other locations.
Men’s Hockey picks its new
leader
Tim Army ’85, a former
Providence College hockey
standout, was named the new
head coach of the Friars on June
17. He succeeds former head
coach Paul Pooley, whose 11year tenure as head coach came
to an end when he resigned to
become the assistant coach at
Notre Dame.
Army will be looked upon to
breathe new life into a program
that has struggled as of late. A
1985 graduate of PC, Army was
an All-American, Academic AllAmerican, and a Hobey Baker
Award finalist his senior year.
He also has significant ties to the

eight matches, including two
tournaments thus far. Though
their record thus far stands at 08, the Friars have a full slate of
games to look forward to in the
coming weeks.
At the season-opening La
Salle Tournament, PC almost
nabbed a couple of wins, fall
ing 3-2 to host La Salle and nar
rowly losing to Farleigh
Dickinson by the same score.
PC hosts the Friar Invita
tional this weekend.

COURTESY SPORTS INFO

The $6 million Providence College Artificial Ikirf Facility, completed over the summer, was
formally christened on Sept. 7.
area and the program: he was
Bitetti and Daigle posted a 2-1
bom and raised in East Provi Women’s Tennis team gets mark in round robin play, notch
dence; his father Tom captained season underway
ing victories over Fairfield and
The Providence College Sacred Heart. A semifinal win
the PC hockey team in 1952-53;
his wife Sue is a former PC track Women’s Tennis team began over UConn propelled them to
their season on Saturday at the the final, where they fell short
and cross country star.
“I believe in the school so Fairfield Doubles Invitational in against Stony Brook.
PC tennis returns to action at
much that it's the only college Fairfield, Conn. Eight PC ten
job that I would want,” Army nis players competed in the the URI Invitational, to be held
said after his hiring. “I am where event, which also featured teams in Kingston this Saturday.
I am both personally and pro from Stony Brook, Sacred
fessionally because of Provi Heart, Connecticut, Holy Cross, Women’s Volleyball season in
Fairfield, Rhode Island, and Al full swing
dence College.”
The Providence College
He had been the head coach bany.
The Friars’ duo who fared Women’s Volleyball team is al
of the Portland Pirates of the
American Hockey League for best consisted of senior Sara ready well into their season,
Bitetti and junior Jen Daigle. having alreaidy competed in
the past three years.

PC Alum Ryan Gomes stays
local
Former Providence basket
ball player Ryan Gomes, the
school’s all-time leading scorer,
was picked in the second round
of June’s NBA Draft, going 50th
overall to the Boston Celtics.
Gomes just finished a mar
vellous career at PC this past
March, notching 2,138 career
points and 1,028 career re
bounds in a dazzling four-year
run. A first team All-American
in 2003-04, Gomes shouldered
the load for the Friars this past
year, averaging a career best
21.6 points per game.
Gomes becomes the second
Friar to be drafted in two years,
following Marcus Douthit’s se
lection by the Los Angeles Lak
ers in the 2004 Draft. Gomes
certainly impressed his new
team, earning Second Team all
summer league honors and se
curing a two-year deal from the
Celtics.
—compiled by Kevin O’Brien ’07
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Friars: Success at home, rough time in Iowa
continued from back page

Senior forward Kati Lary registered
two goals to lead the Friar effort against
Holy Cross, as freshman goalkeeper
Stephanie Scavelli collected nine saves
for her second collegiate victory. Scavelli
proved that she earned her spot as she
made her ninth save of the game as time
expired during a last minute Holy Cross
penalty comer.
Their 50/50 record at home would not
quite translate to a similar record on the
road, as PC’s Saturday/Sunday games
would leave them with two more losses,
this time to Ball State and Iowa.
“We were a little out of synch against
Ball State,” said Head Coach Diane
Madl. “We just weren’t able to fmd our
rhythm that game, and it ended bitter
sweet for us.”
As PC took the field for its first away
game against Ball State, the Friars
brought with them the momentum from
their Holy Cross victory. Maguire put
Providence ahead, netting a goal at 16:56
into the game off an assist from McGow,
and it would prove to be the only goal of
the half. The Friars took the lead into
halftime but as fate would have it, the
momentum shifted.
As the second half began, Ball State
came out with everything they had, even
tually capitalizing off of two unassisted
drives by senior Chantel Isaac-Smith.
Isaac-Smith scored both Ball State goals
within 12 seconds of one another, at
44:04 and then at 44:16, the latter of
which proved to be the game winner.
Unable to muster any more offense
for the remainder of the game, the Friars
left the field Saturday with another loss.
Coming off this loss, the ladies rested up
for what would prove to be another dis
appointing game in the box scores, but
not in regard to a learning experience.

“I was proud of how we came out
against Iowa the following day,” said
Madl. “We were able to execute good
team attack as well as accomplish things
we wanted to defensively. Despite the
score versus Iowa, we feel really posi
tive about our performance and the score
is not indicative of our level of play.”
The Hawkeyes, who finished the 2004
season with a No. 11 national ranking,
would prove to be too great a match for
the Friars.
Getting two early goals in the first half
to take a 2-0 lead 5:33 into the game,
Iowa set and held the pace. Heather
Schnepf tallied an unassisted goal for the
Hawkeyes at 2:24 putting them on the
board, followed by Shelby Roche, who
netted hers at 5:33 off a penalty comer.
Iowa extended its lead to 3-0 at the 21:20
mark with an unassisted goal from
Lauren Pfeiffer.
Providence was able to have a much
stronger showing in the second half,
holding the Hawkeyes scoreless until
freshman Caitlin McCurdy posted two
goals in the last 11 minutes of action.
McCurdy scored her two goals assisted
off of Iowa penalty comer opportunities.
Scavelli recorded 12 saves for Provi
dence after facing a total of 25 Hawkeye
shots, 17 of which were on goal; how
ever, despite a stronger second half, the
Friars were unable to develop any activ
ity on offense that would result in goals,
therein leaving the team with a record of
2-4, while Iowa increased their record
to 5-2.
“Both Northeastern and Iowa are
ranked in the top 20,” said Madl. “They
were good competition for us and we
have some strong competition coming up
later in the season. We will be facing
some Ivy League schools like Harvard
and they are generally very strong oppo
sition. There should be a balance though
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Senior captain Kati Lary has netted three goals thus far this season for the
Friars. Two of her three goals came in the team’s 4-3 win over Holy Cross on
Sept. 7.

between the games that will build our
confidence and those that will challenge
us as a team.”
“Our primary goal this year is to make
the Big East competition,” said Madl. “If
we keep improving and continue to fine
tune the things we need to then I am op

timistic that we will end the season posi
tively.”
The Friars will return to action this
Friday, Sept. 16, as they host the Uni
versity of Rhode Island at Friar Field
Hockey & Lacrosse Complex in Provi
dence at 7:00 p.m.

Soccer: Still undefeated PC: XC hits ground running
continued from back page

continued from back page

opportunity to pull out the win in the
overtime periods they could not capital
ize on their opportunities. The game
ended 1-1.
“There are very few sports in college
athletics that end in a tie,” said Daley.
“A tie is a fair result. It’s definitely a
positive because you didn’t give the
game away, but you didn’t do enough to
win the game either.”
Providence’s record is currently 2-02, leaving the team undefeated going into
its conference schedule. The last time the
Friars remained undefeated through their
first four games was in 1993.
Providence begins its Big East con
ference schedule on Friday away against
Louisville. But for right now that is the
only game the team is concerned with.
“Coming into the season we were
taking things one game at a time,” said
Tobin. “When our Big East games come
we will be ready; every game we’re go
ing to be ready.”

in the country, so a goal for her would be
top 3 or 5 in NCAAs.”
Meanwhile, in a field of 19 teams, the
men also nailed down a second place fin
ish with some strong performances.
However, only seven runners raced in
the meet as Coach Treacy and his staff
will continue to take a conservative ap
proach early in the season so as to avoid
injury and provide plenty of rest for the
runners.
“I held people out, which may have
cost us first, but right now we’re not
worried about that,” Coach Treacy ex
plained, saying that it was more impor
tant to have healthy runners for the up
coming races than to win early season
invitationals.
Leading the way was senior Martin
Fagan, who took home first place with a
time of25:26. Dionne and Haji finished
third and fourth respectively, a second
apart at 25:43 and 25:44. Reale took 15th
(26:19), and Weidman (26:44) rounded

Eoin Lynch leads the Friars this year
with seven points on three goals and
one assist.

out the list of scorer’s on the men’s side
with 30th place. Coach Treacy spoke to
their individual performances as well.
“Martin [Fagan] has made tremen
dous strides. He is running with a lot
more confidence and we expect to see a
huge improvement even from last year.
We expect a strong showing at NCAAs
and the Big East,” he said, adding, “Joe
[Dionne] and Ahmed [Haji] are running
very solidly. We need those guys to stay
as consistent as they have been at the big
meets.”
So with the first two meets out of the
way, the Friars have a week off to rest up
for the Roy Griak Invitational at the Uni
versity of Minnesota on the 24th. If the
first two races are any indication, they
will meet with similar success then in
Minnesota. One need look no further
than the words of Coach Treacy to see
why.
“We’ve got a lot of depth.”
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Sports
Mixed
results
for Friars
By Greg Hartwell ’07
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Women’s Field Hockey team
arrived back on campus this
Monday after a short road trip
to Iowa City,
FIELD iowa. There the
HOCKEY Friars lost two
games on Satur
day and Sunday to the Ball State
University Cardinals, and the
University of Iowa Hawkeyes
(1-3, 0-5 respectively). These
two loses put the Friars at 2-4
for the season.
Starting their season on Aug.
28, the Friars played host to the
Ohio University Bobcats. Play
ing on Providence College’s
brand new Friar Field Hockey
& Lacrosse Complex, the ladies
christened their season and their
arena with their first game of the
year and the first to be played
on the field.
Despite high hopes, PC
would end up losing the game
to the Bobcats as Ohio took and
kept a 2-0 lead against the Fri
ars. Sophomore Abby Maguire
would grab a consolation goal
for PC to make the final score
2-1, pouncing on a rebound off
a shot by junior Melissa
McGow to net the Friars’ first
goal of the new campaign.
However, that was not the
only rebound that PC has man
aged this season, for despite that
tough opening loss, the Friars
were able to bounce back. When
Vermont came to town on Sept.
3, PC evened its record for the
year at 1-1 courtesy of a domi
nating 8-1 win.
McGow led the PC scorers
with three points on two goals
and one assist while Maguire
also connected on two goals in
the Friar effort. Also pitching in
were junior Emily Ewens, senior
Kati Lary, freshman Ali
Kornfeld, and sophomore
Amanda Paquin, each of whom
recorded a goal on the day.
Sophomore Kiley Morgart was
able to aid PC with one assist.
Despite coming off of a
strong victory over Vermont, the
Friars hosted Northeastern Uni
versity and once again added a
notch to their loss column, fall
ing 5-2. Maguire provided much
of the creative spark in the los
ing effort, tallying a goal and an
assist, while sophomore forward
Liz Cherry also tallied a goal.
As students flocked back to
Providence to begin the semes
ter, many stopped off at the new
field and the Friars next game
against Holy Cross. Prior to the
start of the game, Providence
College held a ceremony to
bless the field and officially cel
ebrate its opening. A crowd of
more than 400 spectators was on
hand to watch the Friars defeat
the Crusaders, 4-3, and offi
cially ring in a new school year.
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Double trouble for PC opponents
by

Drew Goucher ’08
Sports Staff

If strong beginnings indicate
results to come, the Providence
Men’s and Women’s Cross
Country teams have a lot of
bright things to
CROSS look forward to
COUNTRY in the coming
months.
The first two meets of the
season were highly successful
for both teams. First, in a dual
meet at the University of New
Hampshire on Sept. 3, Provi
dence took first in both in the
men’s and women’s races. Then,
a week later, both teams turned
in second place finishes in a
much stronger field at the
Fordham Invitational, held at
Van Cortlandt Park in the
Bronx, N.Y.
At New Hampshire, the
women’s team turned in a par
ticularly impressive perfor
mance as new Friars Aine
Hoban, Meghan Owen, and
Katie DiCamillo turned in im
pressive times of 18:18 over the
5K course (3.1 miles) to take
first, second, and third respec
tively. In fact, Providence swept
the top seven places in the race
and had eight of the top 10 run
ners in the race. But the story of
the day for the women at New
Hampshire was the three new
comers, Hoban, Owen, and
DiCamillo.
Hoban and Owen are trans
fer students to PC, from the
University of Nottingham in Ire
land and the University of North
Carolina, respectively. Hoban
enters as a graduate student with

NCAA eligibility, while Owen
comes as a junior. The other
newcomer, DiCamillo, is a
freshman from Garden City, NY.
Coach Ray Treacy was cer
tainly pleased with the two.
“Aine and Meghan are two
new people on the block. Both
have started out very well for us,
and that’s what’s enabling us to
stay in contention on the
women’s side, to have estab
lished runners coming in so
ybu‘re not relying on freshmen
to keep you where you want to
be.”
In fact, Treacy went on to
praise the depth of the women’s
team in general.
“Up front we’re strong, so
the goal is to stay in the top 10
in the country. Right now, we
have a group that can achieve
that goal.”
The men, meanwhile, also
won their race at New Hamp
shire. With 5 mile times of
25:29, Joe Dionne and Ahmed
Haji took first and second, fol
lowed by Liam Reale, who
posted a 25:39 mark to claim
third place. Providence also
claimed the eighth and ninth
spots in the race, as Nick
Weidman’s 26:07 and Matt
Licari’s 26:16 rounded out the
scoring times.
“The men are obviously
fairly strong up front, but Max
[Smith] is battling an Achilles
injury right now. When we get
him back we’ll be much stron
ger. We have enough talent to
be a contending Big East School
and hopefully qualify for
NCAAs, but we need Max back
for that to happen.”
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Senior Martin Fagan captured the individual title in the 5mile race at the Fordham Invitational with a time of 25:26.
A week later, Providence
headed down to Van Cortlandt
park in the Bronx for the
Fordham invitational, which
featured a field of 17 teams for
the women. They claimed sec
ond with several strong perfor

mances, including a winning
17:48 mark by Fiona Crombie,
an 18:20 by Owen that was good
enough for fourth, and an 18:21
by Hoban that claimed the fifth.
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Friars begin season on the right foot
by

Stephanie LaCharitf. ’06
Sports Editor

It’s all about starting over for
the Providence College men’s
soccer team this season.
After coming off of a rather
tough 2004 seaMEN’S son, the Friars
SOCCER have returned
to the field with
a new attitude and outlook on
the upcoming season. In addi
tion to the Friars rush of team
spirit, they also return this sea
son with a full roster.
At the beginning of the 2004
season the team lost five of its
starters to injury and illness.
The onset of injuries began in
the preseason and continued
through the first half of the sea
son, leaving some players side
lined for the season’s entirety
and others playing through their
injuries for the team’s sake.
Not only did all six seniors
come back healthy this fall, but
added to the mix were seven
incoming freshmen and sopho
more Ryan Maduro who sat his
freshman year after injuring his
leg in his first collegiate game.
“I also think the returning
guys have a new commitment
and a new instilled team spirit,”
said Head Coach Chaka Daley
about the transition into this sea-
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Senior striker Ian Wexler
scored for the Friars in the
1-1 draw with Rhode Island
on Sept. 4.
son. “It was a very humbling ex
perience for the players and our
coaching staff to go through
what we went through last
year.”
Providence won its first pre
season game against Franklin
Pierce 1-0 and tied its second
preseason game 3-3 against
Holy Cross.
“I think we’re just more con
fident,” said senior tri-captain
Anthony Petrarca. “We had a
rebuilding spring season, a good

preseason and it helped build
our confidence.”
The Friars took their first
game of the season against
Maine by 4-0 on the road at the
Sheraton Classic in Kingston,
R.I. The team allowed only two
shots on goal and Eoin Lynch
led the way for Providence with
three goals.
PC battled the University of
Rhode Island in its second game
of the Classic. An ongoing state
rivalry, which Rhode Island has
dominated for the previous
three years, ended without a vic
tor as the two teams left the field
tied 1-1 after double overtime.
“Overall it was alright,” said
senior tri-captain Zach Tobin.
“We took URI into overtime
and we had a chance to win but
a tie away from home is still a
result.”
Providence continued its
non-conference schedule at
home in its season opener
against Sacred Heart. The Fri
ars came out on top, 2-0. The
Friars jumped into the lead early
as senior Derek Nobrega scored
PC’s first goal 10 minutes into
the first half off of a cross from
freshman Tim Ritter. Nobrega
added another goal before the
half was over off of a corner
kick from Maduro.
Sacred Heart had no shots on

goal during the first half and
only tallied three shots on goal
in the second half.

I also think the returning
guys have a new
commitment and a new
instilled team spirit. It
was a very humbling
experience for the
players and our coaching
staff to go through what
we went through last
year.
Chaka Daley,
Head Coach

Providence finished out its
non-conference schedule with a
tie on the road against Yale on
Sept. 11. The two teams re
mained scoreless in the first
half, but less than a minute into
the second half Yale registered
its first goal. Yale almost pulled
away with the win at the end of
the game but with three minutes
remaining, Ritter drove home a
cross from Maduro to tie the
game.
Although the Friars had the
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